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One Source for 
ALL your Candle Nee 


Your experienced Emkay representafe 


offers you these three important ber} 


VY FERST, he’s there when you need 
— providing faster, more economical | 


sonal service. 


SECOND, he carries a complete } 
of candles and accessories . . . you deal 


one reliable source for all your needs. | 


Va THIRD, the man from Emkay st. 


for quality and dependability. Every 


kay Candle is guaranteed to burn sk 
evenly and cleanly ...to give you 1 
quality per dollar...to be as perfed 


symbol as a Candle can be. 
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NEW YORK CHICAGO BOSTON 
225-5th Ave. 4140 W. Chicago Ave. 73 Park Drive | 
Room 639 
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Catalog describing Emkay’s complete line of Chure 
| candles and accessories. 
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FAIR SHARE’> FUND CAMPAIGNS 


Ihe Incomparable Record Continues! 
Partial List Since September, 1958 


THIRD TIME in these parishes Goal Obtained 
mesoseph, Shawnee; Kan: ~- $275,000 $334,255 
Besoseph, West Chazy, N.Y. 2. 65,000 117,086 
Penatrickis, Gorpus Christi, Tex. —-..... 250,000 315,000 
‘SECOND TIME in these parishes Goal Obtained 
PE SOKYeS mer Otsdam iN. Vic 2222 tse $200,000 $301,146 
i}. Alphonsus, Tupper Lake, N.Y. _.....-.---- 130,000 170,000 
Baeosepn, San Antonio, Tex. —-—.-___.______. 120,000 138,000 
INCREASED INCOME from to 
jathedral of the Sacred Heart $ 21,000 $ 55,000 
fallup, New Mexico per annum per annum 


‘his Parish had a successful Capital Fund ‘Fair Share’* Campaign in 1954 


i FOR HIGH SCHOOLS in process 

Goal now 
atholic High School, Little Rock, Ark. _....- $700,000 $710,000 
Jentral Catholic High School, Lafayette, Ind. 900,000 850,000 
fatholic High School, Salimop Kans ss 450/000 507,298 


CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


| THOMAS RICHARD FINN 
AND ASSOCIATES 


314 East 51st Street 
Kansas City 12, Missouri 
Telephone: Plaza 3-4155 


' Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 
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W pamuas CTY, mrsown 
THOMAS RICHARD FINN 
AND ASSOCIATES 


TO GO BEYOND THE BLUEPRINTS 


Fund Raising is Necessary 


Parish building programs can only move forward when t 
needed money is available...not in the form of pledges 
promises, but in funds actually collected, 


Campaigns to raise these funds for Catholic institutions 
the sole business of Hugo A. Gold Co. Pastors or others | 
authority in parishes where our campaigns have been com 
ducted will tell you the measure of our success. 


Hugo A. Gold Co. services are used internationally to rais 
funds to complete building programs, increase weekly paris 
income, finance repairs and alterations, and for other worth 
purposes. Charges are based on actual results. Good will an 
enthusiasm of parishioners is increased. The dignity of Ho} 
Mother Church is fully maintained. 


COMPANY. 


*:- 
ECCLESIASTICAL 
FINANCIAL PLANNERS 


Exclusively Catholic 
write or phone collect to any of these Hugo A. Gold Co. offices 


MIDWEST OFFICE: 821 No. Karlov Avenue, Chicago 5], Illinois » BEImont 5-7055 
WEST COAST OFFICE: 3450 Geary Blvd., San Francisco 18, California « SKyline 1-8600 - 


2 


uUrrente 


For Your Information 


ATHER JOHN F. CRONIN, S.S., 
assistant director of the So- 
al Action Department at NCWC 
said an associate editor of THE 
terIEsT, has denied Drew Pearson’s 
Mport that he got Vatican advice 
*: the controversial Right to 
Bork Laws. Father Cronin called 
barson’s column a “garbled ver- 
on of Church history.” The col- 
appeared in a number of sec- 
lar papers on November 2, just 
‘jo days before the elections in 
lnich the electorate in five out of 
ic states defeated the RTW pro- 
sition. 
ijMr. Pearson said that shortly 
fore his death Pope Pius XII in- 
jcated that an oft-quoted passage 
his 1952 Christmas message did 
‘yt favor RTW in the United 
‘ates, as had been claimed by 
‘me persons. 
/The columnist said Pope Pius’s 
i:planation came about when Fa- 
Jer Cronin wrote to the Vatican 
id received a reply saying the 
jte Pope did not favor RTW in 
jis country. Father Cronin was 
‘id to have published this Vati- 
n explanation in the Catholic 
andard, newspaper of the Wash- 
gton archdiocese. 
After the article appeared, Mr. 
sarson related, Noel Sargent, 
nom he identified as former 
lief economist of the National 


PARISHIONERS’ 
HANDBOOK 


(revised 1958) 


More than a million copies 
8 printings in 3 years 

33 topics covering 48 pages 
300 Christian Names 


Charts for Fast, Abstinence, 
Eucharistic Fast 


Marriage preparations 
Code for Catholic TV viewers 


Hospital-sick calls; 
Deaths, Funerals, Masses 


Support of Church 
and 24 other topics pertaining 
to every aspect of Parish life. 


Every. Parishioner 
should have one 


USED THROUGHOUT U.S. A., 
IN CANADA AND IN ENGLAND 


100- 499 copies $10.00 per 
500- 999 copies $ 8.00 per 
1000-4999 copies $ 6.50 per 
5000 or more ” $ 5.50 per 


The name of Church and sched- 
ule may be imprinted at small 
additional cost. 


JEFFERIES 
AND MANZ 


2415-45 E. YORK ST. 
PHILADELPHIA 25, PA. 
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Association of Manufacturers, 
wrote to the Vatican to check Fa- 
ther Cronin’s interpretation and 
received a reply from Archbishop 
Giovanni Montini that Father 
Cronin’s article was correct. 

Father Cronin says, however, 
that “for the sake of history an 
accurate picture of the facts 
should be made.” 

“IT never wrote to the Vatican 
about this or any other papal mes- 
sage. Furthermore, Archbishop 
Montini left the Holy See’s Secre- 
tariat of State in 1954 to become 
Archbishop of Milan. He would 
not be replying this year to letters 
sent to the Vatican, such as that 
allegedly sent by Mr. Sargent ‘‘who 
was at the time secretary, and not 
economist, of the NAM,” he says, 
as reported by NC-News. 

Father Cronin adds that the ar- 


THE PRIEST 


THE PRIEST is 


: ublished monthly b 
Indiana. Printe 


in U. S. A. Entere 


JANUARY, 1959 


“Take heed to thyself and to thy teaching: 
doing, thou wilt save both thyself and those who hear the 
First Epistle of St. Paul to 


as second-class matter December 20, 1944, 
at the Post Office at Huntington, Indiana, under the act of March 3, 1879. 


ticle referred to in the Cathol 
Standard appeared in its Janua) 
9, 1953 issue and not shortly bh 
fore Pius XII’s death in Octob 
1958. “It was a reply to a colu 
by David Lawrence which used t 
1953 Christmas message as an 
dorsement of right to work legigi 
lation,” he says. 
He says that the Catho! 
Standard article ‘merely expla 
ed the background of the Chri 
mas message, noting the Europes 
conditions that occasioned the aj 
puted passage.” 


Authentic Identification 


N connection with last mont} 
editorial, “The Mystical Body | 
Anti-Christ,’ we note the follo 
ing release from NC-News: 
“Communist sources also repa 
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be earnest in them. 
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Timothy (iv. 16) 
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can make this heartening report 
ip the average parish which used lawson associates’ 
parish finance program 

| now receives 


| $2.275 for every $1.00 it used to receive 
in offertory income 


i (Based on totals of such incomes before and after our parish fi- 
| mance programs in ALL parishes which have used Lawson Asso- 
| ciates to increase incomes. This includes all such campaigns, NOT 
i} just a selected few with extraordinarily high results.) 


LAWSON ASSOCIATES .x«. 


FFICE: CENTRAL DIVISION: 
ES North Park pyenne teh Pingel Blvd. 
Rockville Centre, N.Y. IKI . Louis, Missouri 
ROckville Centre 6-0177 BPN. "Wabash Ave. N: Jefferson 5-6022 
WESTERN DIVISION: Tel: Financial 6-4504 SOUTHWEST DIVISION 
Me Jones: Buliding ee pola tes at 
eattle, Washington n Francisco calif. 
Mutual 2-3691 YUkon 2-8343 
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SACRA-KIT 


YOU need this practical 


Portable Sick Call Set 


for these reasons... 


@ Designed by a priest for use in 
hospitals, homes and emergencies. 

® Ideal for Communion calls and 
administering the Last Rites. 

@ Tough, attractive leatherette fab- 
ric covers Sacra-Kit’s durable wood 
construction. Velvet lined. Last for 
years but won't show its age! 

@ Compact: 11Y%4xl0W%"’x4” overall. 

@ Pull-out drawer provide instant 
access to your Ritual and stole, 
plus purificator, cotton receptacles 
and other sick call needs. 

@ Complete with removable crucitix, 
two glass-enclosed candles, exclus- 
ive design spill-proof ablution cup, 
linen cloth and holy water bottle 

. EVERYTHING you need al- 
ways at your fingertips! 

@ Satisfaction guaranteed! 


ideal gift for priests anytime! 
only $29.75 complete 
F.0.B. MINNEAPOLIS 


or order from your local 
church goods dealer 


MFG. BY 
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MINNEAPOLIS 7, MINNESOTA 
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that the Patriotic Association « 
Chinese Catholics has suppress 
the recitation of the prayers aftali 
Mass in many sections of the cou! 
try. According to their reasoning 
these ‘reactionary prayers’ wel 
instituted in the Church in i188 
‘to combat the workers’ moveme 
throughout the world. The articif! 
notes that the ‘Satan’ mentiong | 
in the prayers is none other thaf) 
the Communist party and thus thig) 
prayer should be abolished.” 

One could hardly ask for a moxg) 
authentic identification of Cor 
munism. 


Catholics In Politics 


\WE respectfully and rather sai 
ly submit to the more enthusf 
astic of our readers that the mi 
lenium will NOT necessarily 
rive, contrary to their expectatio 
when or if we have a Catholic { 
the White House, a Catholic Cog 
gress, and a Catholic Suprenif 
Court, for there are Catholics wk 
look to political expediency or whf 
are ill informed on the Nat 
Law in making their decisions, ang 
there are undoubtedly Catholilf 
who bend over backwards and a} 
in reverse just to emphasize the: 
freedom of control by the Vatica 
Again, there is the _ ineffab) 
Skeffington type dramatized 
The Last Hurrah. 
(“He stole,” said the Cardinal 
“How much 1 have no idea; th 


estimates vary widely. I presu 
he still does. . .”) 


For instance, in 1955, the Co 
ty Counsel of San Bernardi 
California asked for a ruling ¢ 
the legality of the classroom pra 
er: “Almighty God, we ackno 
edge our dependence upon Thé 
| 
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Yes Your Boys and Girls 


i:S They Listen to What 
~ehrist Might Say To Them 
long the Way of the Cross 
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jt here is probably no better ap- 
,jroach to teaching children (and 
dults, too, for that matter) to 
ray than by having them recog- 
“ize prayer as a form of conver- 


iith Christ, or with the Holy Spirit, 
(ue with Our Blessed Lady, or any 
£ the Saints. In the case of chil- 
fren, conversation with Christ — 
lecause He is the God-Man — will 
-lome easier than with God the 
‘lather or with God the Holy 
yipirit. They will find it easy to 
yaagine themselves in conversa- 
“on with Jesus, Who was a man. 


} At this point a basic distinction 
must be made. There is quite a 
wjit of difference between a ae 
/ i n= 
wwrtunately, a lot of our prayers 
“ll into the monologue class. 
ne-sided addresses to and speech- 
3; with God are more difficult to 
“stain. Then, too, monologues 
"sually reflect only our thinking 
nd feeling without giving God 
1uch of a chance to let us know 


Father James T. Hurley is pas- 
or of St. Mary’s parish, Spring- 
eld, Ohio. The unique reflections 
the Stations he describes orig- 
nally appeared as a special section 
1 the YOUNG CATHOLIC MES- 
ENGER. “Follow Me” (24 pages) 
ajls at 8c each when ordered in 
tuantities of 100 or more; 9c each 
br 11 to 99; 15c each, 10 copies or 
iss. A sample copy will be sent 
jn request by GEO. A. PFLAUM 
ublisher, Inc. 38 W. Fifth St. 
ayton 2, Ohio. 
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Will Meditate! 


JAMES T. HURLEY 


Devotional aids, therefore, that 
would help to lead one in a per- 
sonal conversation with Christ are 
desirable. That was my purpose in 
developing the reflections on the 
Passion in the new manual pub- 
lished for the Stations of the Cross, 
entitled “Follow Me.” 


The reflections are meant to 
help children to make the Sta- 
tions. That is, they don’t do it 
alone. They make them with 
Christ. Jesus tells them what His 
thoughts were — before Pilate... 
what they were when He met His 
Mother, and Simon, and _ the 
Women of Jerusalem — all in 
terms boys and girls living today 
will relate to their own situations. 
A youngster using these reflec- 
tions is carried along the road to 
Calvary together with Jesus. He 
is not just standing there looking. 
He is there with Christ. He is 
moved by what Christ is saying 
to him. Today’s boys and girls will 
have little difficulty in taking up 
their side of the conversation. 
But they need time! 


Where these reflections have 
been used most effectively this 
has been the procedure: After be- 
ing told that Jesus was going to 
talk with them about His Passion 
and that they were to answer Him, 
a part of a Station was read. Then 
there was a PAUSE to allow the 
boys and girls to reply to Christ 
privately and in their own way. 
Have no fears. They will have a 
lot to say. But don’t disturb them 
too much and too often. LET 
THEM MEDITATE . . That’s. 
what they will be doing! 
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We were puzzled with a financial problem and we called in several 
professional fund raising firms for advice. Your system gained our confidence 
because we felt it had something many professional fund raising systems 
lacked. That something is your policy of replacing pressure by good-will, 
your substitution of a high standard of Catholic ethics for the cold, detached 
approach to just raising money for money's sake..." 

WAUSAU, WISCONSIN 


‘.. At the onset of the campaign | did not feel my parishioners would sup- 
port this endeavor with enthusiasm due to previous bad experiences in 
former campaigns. This feeling was expressed to your staff members upon 
their arrival and under the corporation’s executive direction they conquered 
this problem and produced a successful result...’ 

BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


. .. Thirty-eight years in the Priesthood have provided the opportunity for 
every manner of fund raising, from small projects to a million dollar cam- 
paign. In this period, the various agencies have shown a satisfactory com- 
petence. However, in the front rank for quality of personnel, client interest 
and organizational ability, all of which add up to campaign success, | must 
place|G:G:S ee 


WEST NEW YORK, NEW JERSEY 


| You can’t spell suCCeSs without ccs. 


Consultation on all types of parochial, diocesan and institutional 
fund raising at no obligation. 


A 


{j Community Counselling Service, Inc: 
350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. — OXford 5-1175 


ALBANY NY CHICAGO, ILL NUTLEY, NJ $1 LOUIS MO. BUFFALO, N ¥ TORONTO, CANAG 
s° Stote Street 55 Eost Woshington Stree! 384 Fromklin Ave 3926 Lindell Boulevard 7601 Main Street 146 Dowling Avers 
Albony 6-9530 Dearborn 2-7009 North 1.1440 Jetlerson 5-2833 Ploro 4867 Kennox $-3207 


*... Too much praise cannot be given to the methods used by the Com- 
munity Counselling Service, Inc. In every way they conformed with the very 
best of Catholic ethics. Not once during the campaign did | hear a single 
worker make the slightest complaint in regard to the policies of your organi- 
zation. Further, | heard no complaints from the people of the parish, which 
indicates that each worker was properly trained and carried out in every 


detail the instructions given...” 
BERNARDSVILLE, NEW JERSEY 


‘|. Their courtesy, their industry, and their enthusiasm was an inspiration 
to the more than two hundred volunteer workers who were under their direc- 
tion. Their Catholic ethics are in themselves a worthy tribute to your organi- 


“un 


zation... 


FERGUSON, MISSOURI 


*\.. Now that | have had time to observe the way in which subscribers are 
faithful to monthly pledge payments, | am able to say that the campaign was 
a grand success. | want you to know that | appreciate the fact that the 
larger part of the immediate credit for this success is due to the service 


rendered by Community Counselling Service...’ 
KATONAH, NEW YORK 
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and we beg Thy blessings upon us, 
our teachers, our homes, and our 
country.” 


The original question asked 
whether teachers could be requir- 
ed to read such a prayer. The 
State Attorney-General not only 
said no, but went even further and 


for all 
Catholic Books 


WRITE OR WIRE 


ALVERNIA 


CANADA’S CATHOLIC 
BOOK STORE 


Fast Delivery 
Gift Certificates 
Free Research 


Visit Alvernia 


70 Notre Dame West 


NEAR PLACE 
D’ARMES 


Montreal, Que. 
VI. 9-2924 
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ruled that such a prayer could nc 
be said by a teacher, even if shill) 
wanted to say it and even if stu 
dents who did not wish to partic/i 
pate were excused. 


“It is true,” he conceded, “tha 
the majority of our people ar} 
Christians or Jews, so that simpli 
prayers to a Supreme Being woul] 
not be incompatible with the view 
of most students in the publiij: 
schools. Nevertheless, even atheistif, 
and agnostics are protected iif 


their beliefs by the Constitution.’ 


The Gallup Poll shows that 98H) 
of all Americans believe in a Su 
preme Being. Nevertheless, thi | 

| 
| 


j 
} 
: 
i 
| 


lic schools of California must co 
form to the prayerless, non-rel} 
gious behavior pattern dictated by 
the 2% who are doubters and ur 
believers. 


At the same time, the Attorney 
General was asked: “Is it permiss} 
ble to read, without comment, e» 
cerpts from a recognized versio} 
of the Bible in the public schoo 
of California as part of the schod 
program?” 

The answer: “Bible reading ii 
the public schools would violat) 
the United States Constitution.” | 


98% who are believers in the pul 


REAL SISTERS 


in MODERN DRESS 


Win souls for Christ through .. . 


Social Work @ Medical Work 


Catechetical Work 


A modern Community with public vows, designed 
f E Its members 
follow a rule especially written for religious 
engaged in the parish apostolate. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO 


MISSION SISTERS OF THE HOLY GHOST 
Saginaw, Michigan 


to fit present day parish needs. 


1030 North River Road % 
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LIGHT WEIGHT... 
WRINKLE RESISTANT 


A handsome garment of fine 
tropical weave, Although 
half-lined its remarkable 
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year round wear in all but 
torrid climates. Features in- 
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Roman 300 UC 19.50 
Semi-Jesuit 310 JUC 23.95 
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R. J. TOOMEY COMPANY 


Edited by Hugo Rahner, S.J. Trans- 
lated by Robert Kress. Stimulating es- 
says by eminent European theologians 


on the historical, theological, liturgi- 
f) cal and sociological aspects of the par- 
ish. $2.75 


Vol. I: Advent to Palm Sunday 


By Dame Aemiliana Loehr. Translated 
by I. T. Hale. The Masses of each Sun- 
day, including all the weekdays of 
/ Lent, are explained and shown in their 
traditional setting in the Mass. Excel- 
p \ent meditation material on the liturgy 
for priests, religious and laity. $4.50 


. . . But Not 
Conquered 


Edited by Rev. Bernard T. Smyth. Six 
)}Columban Fathers tell of their exper- 
(iences in Communist China before ex- 
pulsion. You will find it difficult to 
fiay this human document down once 


you open its pages. $3.00 


Prepared by William L. Kelly, S.J. 
/ Something new in  prayerbooks for 
young people, containing prayers, 
meditations and _ instructions well- 
suited for developing a true interior 
#iife. An ideal gift for any occasion. 
$2. 
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)The Family Clinic 
pA Book of Questions 

and Answers 


( By John L. Thomas, S.J. Expert ad- 
vice on practical modern family and 
Mj marriage problems based on actual case 
histories. Father Thomas is also the 
(author of The American Catholic Fam- 
ily and Marriage and Rhythm. $3.95 


) Wherever good books are sold 


/The Newman Press 
(WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND 


H, 


12 


These decisions were made b 
Edmund G. (Pat) Brown, a devout) 
Catholic, just elected Governor off 
California. 

* * * 

Item: The election to the United 
States Senate of Eugene McCarthy, 
a Minnesota Catholic, was given a 
big play in some sections of the 
Catholic Press as a victory against 
bigotry. Maybe so. But we incline} 
to think that people vote not fo 
personalities but for issues, andifp 
the Devil himself could be elected’ 
to the Senate if he phrased his 
platform carefully. 


The editor 


McCarthy’s home state, has charac-} 
terized him as an utter captive o 
the CIO-AFL. He was given a 100% 
voting rating by Americans fo 
Democratic Action — even Senator! 
John Kennedy won a rating of only! 
80%! — and until quite recently} 
his name was on the letterhead of! 
that sinister and devious organiza 
tion as an active and participating} 
member. 


For those who may not know, 
ADA is plumping relentlessly for a} 
variety of objectives, among them: 

Recognition, aid to, and admis- 
sion of Red China to the UN; 

Keeping Spain out of the UN; 

1950 resolution: “We favor am- 
ple economic aid to Yugoslavia 
without political conditions”; | 

1950 resolution: “We are oppos-) 
ed to granting any aid to the Fran- 
co regime, whether economic or: 
military”; | 

Also: “We unequivocally con-: 
demn the fascist regime in Spain”; 

U.S. acquiescence to ‘World 
Government”; 

Federal compulsory health in-. 
surance; 

Federal price, wage, and rent: 
controls; | 

Giving the President the power’ 


| 
r 
‘| modify rates of taxes and ex- 
|ditures to meet changing con- 
fons”; 

_nilateral cessation of nuclear 
IS; 

iransferring responsibility for 
lic education from local author- 
js to the Federal Government. 
nd much more. The New York 
pter of ADA last summer de- 
ved that patients in municipal 


Tet one especially effusive Cath- 
editor informed his readers 
jit the newly elected Senator 
the 


Conference behind 


” 


rankly, we doubt it! 


executing all types of figures, 
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An Uncanonical Joke 


DWARD O’CONNOR tells it in 

the American Mercury: A suc- 
cessful businessman who lay dying 
insisted that his remains be cre- 
mated. A friend agreed and asked 
cautiously, “And what do you want 
done with your ashes?” 

“The ashes?” said the dying 
man. “You will place them in an 
envelope addressed to the Col- 
lector of Internal Revenue, and 
tell him that now he has every- 
thing.” 


Tax Club In Dixie 


ES their statement opposing jim- 
crow, the bishops wisely remind- 
ed the nation that ‘Changes in 


We are sculptors in wood 
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Currente Calamo 


deep-rooted attitudes are not ma} 
overnight. When we are confron}} 
ed with complex and far-reachizfi 
evils, it is not a sign of weakne@! 
or timidity to distinguish amoi} 
remedies and reforms... ” 

From your editors’ desk it loo} 
so far as though an irresistili 
force has met an immoveable qi 
ject — but something is bou 
to give in the end, and it wor 
be the Federal Government. 
has too many resources at har 
For instance, Dan Smoot has cas 
ed our attention to a UP-IN 
story datelined Washington, Oct 
ber 30, which stated in part: 

“Churches that open their doc 
to private school classes in t 
fight against integration may lo 
their tax-exempt status, it wi 
learned yesterday. 

“A spokesman for the Inte 
Revenue Service said the questi 
had ‘been raised’ and the servi} 
had it under active conside 
atone 

“Approximately 55 churches 
Little Rock, Ark., and two a 
nia cities are already actively 
volved or have offered facilitil 
to help in private schooling pla 
substituting for public schoa 
closed in integration battles. 

“In many instances the church) 
offered their facilities to help tl 
children during the emergen¢ 
rather than in an effort to a 
the anti-integration fight. Ho 
ever, Internal Revenue officiaj 
indicated the effect on tl 
churches’ tax-exempt status wou. 
be the same regardless of the 
Mmtentaeewe 

“Church contributions may na 
be deducted from the contrib 
butor’s income taxes up to 30° 
of his gross income. If a chure 
lost its tax-exempt status this d 
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duction would not be allowed, ip 
cording to the IRS_ spokesmafi 
This might cut materially into} 
church’s income from  contrih{ 
tions. 


“The reason for depriving sul 
churches of tax-exempt status, 
cording to IRS officials, would 
primarily on the ground that t 4 
are engaging in activities ot T 
than those for which the stati 
was granted. 1 

“A church or other institutil 
that lost its tax exemption cou 
reapply after it halted the une 
ceptable practice and the exe 4 
tion then probably would be 
newed, the expert said... 

“Although many churches op 
ate their own schools, these a 
tax-exempt by virtue of ti 
church’s religious exemption rail 
er than as an educational exen} 
tion. IRS experts said it was 
likely churches offering faciliti 
for public school students cou 
qualify for tax exemption as ed 
cational institutions. If this wef 
sought, the IRS would have to ca 
sider whether the church , 
helping to evade the Suprer 
Court’s integration edict, the «ff 
ficials said.” 

Another step toward the Poli 
State via the 16th Amendment. 


Pulpit Blunders 

@ ss of the late Sulpician FH 
ther A. Vieban’s favorite a! 
monitions on tact in the pulp 
delivered annually to the deacor 
concerned the hard-working p¢ 
tor who built up a big attendan: 
at the parish mission largely ] 

urging husbands and wives 
bring along their non-Catho 
partners. 
Despite elaborate and repeat# 


I 
| 
| 
i 


| 


li 
0H 


lanations of the situation to 
2 visiting missionary, a hearty 
jntleman of the old school, the 
stor nearly had a stroke in the 
‘eristy when the preacher started 
jt on Friday evening: 
) Saad subject this evening is 
)xed marriages. Now when a 
frse mates with a jackass... ” 


‘Another pastor, in a rundown 
(lim area, was proud to turn his 
#lpit over to a supply priest do- 
iz graduate work in sociology— 
til he got an account of the 
jemon preached in his absence. 
§Heavy with erudition, the young 
jan began with the housing 
mortage, working himself gradu- 
why into a frenzy of eloquence in 
fhich he was shouting at the good 
|rishioners: 

“If you people had the least 
jark of ambition, of good old 
imerican_ get-up-and-go, you 
puldn’t be sitting here tonight in 
| 


one of the worst neighborhoods in 
Philadelphia. You’d have bettered 
yourselves and moved out. There 
are plenty of places to move to. 
You don’t have to stay here. This 
place is not even fit for a tramp. 
Why, no self-respecting American 
pig would be caught dead in sur- 
roundings such as these,” ete. 


Still another pastor, with a deep 
and tender devotion to the Little 
Flower, opened a solemn novena 
to the saint, but mistrusting his 
own eloquence—or lack of it, he 
sent down to the city and invited 
a chancery man to preach the 
closing sermon. 

The young monsignor treated 
the occasion quite casually, 
preached without preparation on 
the general theme: “Don’t be run- 
ning after every new-fangled devo- 
tion in the Church. Stick to the 
Blessed Mother and you'll get ev- 
erything you need.” 
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he Price of Democracy 


* cinating opinion to which 
to lends the dignity of his 
2at name that all things at 

3 ge future date return exactly 
§their present status. Thus, ex 

Wpothesi, this writer will one 

ay sit at the same desk and 

vite the same editorial for the 

“ne patient and long suffering 
tdience. Only neither he nor 

% readers will recognize the 

‘sic identity since this would, 

#ically, destroy the exactitude 
sthe parallel. 


‘No Christian, to whom his- 
ty is a line of direct develop- 
‘ pnt to a goal, ‘“‘the one far off 
vine event to which the whole 
tation moves,” can accept this 
Slical view of the Ancients. 
dt in the narrower field of se- 
far events, the theory is not 
(thout some plausibility. As 
Indled philosophically by 
jato in The Republic, or by 
llybius, that amazingly mod- 
2 and critical observer, in his 
/n world history, it does cap- 
l'e the imagination and even 
pve as something of a frame 


| is an ancient and rather fas- 
| 
iJ 


, 
| 


of reference for an interested 
and engaged spectator. Vergil 
puts it in his own sonorous 
way: “Atque iterum ad Trojam 
magnus mittetur Achilles.” 

We were led down this lane 
of whimsy, oddly enough, by an 
editorial in the New York 
Herald Tribune, which noted 
the gloomy fact that Friday, 
November 7, was the anniver- 
sary of the Bolshevik Revolu- 
tion. Whereas France’s Bastille 
Day and our own Independence 
Day commemorate a new free- 
dom wrested from a decaying 
and outmoded form of tyranny, 
this anniversary marks the en- 
slavement of a whole people for 
an indefinite future. It is a 
strange sort of thing to com- 
memorate, at least from a 
Westerner’s point of view. 


Remarked the Herald Tribune 
rightly, “For the world, it must 
be a day of mourning until 
freedom dawns again among the 
peoples for whom it was sup- 
pressed on Nov. 7, 1917,” But 
what we personally found most 
disturbing, again from our own 
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point of view, was the fact — 
which we have commented 
upon before — that the success 
of Lenin and Trotsky marked 
the overthrow not of the power 
of the Czars but of a truly dem- 
ocratic Provisional Government 
led by Premier Kerensky. 


It is perfectly true that 
Kerensky’s government was 
hardly viable and that it was 
faced with almost hopeless dif- 
ficulties, yet it was an honor- 
able administration and it was 
democratic. It offered hope for 


the Russian people and _ its 
downfall signalized an inde- 
terminate despair: “A revolu- 


tion begun by a party against a 
free government for partisan 
advantage, carried on by force 
and murder, led almost inevita- 
bly to the tyranny that persists 
in the Soviet Union today.” 


Germany and Italy 


It did not take us long to 
recollect that much the same 
thing happened in pre-Hitler 
Germany and_pre-Mussolini 
Italy. One can go further. What 
has actually succeeded to the 
dream of Woodrow Wilson is 
something more closely resemb- 
ling a nightmare. The world has 
not been “made safe for democ- 
racy” at all. It is beyond our 
ability to make an appraisal of 
the now defunct Austro-Hun- 
garian Empire. But one should 
at least be aware that the little 
pathetically hopeful democ- 
racies which sprung up after its 
dissolution have, almost all of 


them, disappeared from the fal 
of the earth. 

In our more cynical and bj 
ter informed 1959 there is m : 
less faith in some kind of a { 
matic democratic system. Or} 
least there should be less fail 
For the contemporary recorc 
worse than that which preced 
it. Barron’s magazine has fur 
ished us recently (October 9 
1958) with a grim statist 
confirmation of this disturbif 
fact. Since World War II ¢ 
newborn nation after anot} 
has succumbed to socialism, 4 
tatorship, or anarchy. While 
free world applauded, it seeni§ 


that independence came | 
many an ancient land — 
Philippines, India, Pakist 


Vietnam, Tunisia, Morocco, Sif 
dan, Ghana, and Guinea. Bui 
takes no very acute observe 
see that these versions of sé 
government hardly measure: 
to what we at home think of 
essential democracy. 

We borrow from Barvron’s 
document our case. In Ghag 
newest republic of all, for | 
ample, its president and ming 
ter of the interior have exps 
ed or locked up all those wf 
dared to oppose their rule. 
far too many states a li 
coterie of powerful offic: 
have taken over not me 
legitimate functions of gove 
ment but tasks in every fi? 
which traditionally we ent1 
to private enterprise. Arbit 
controls, inflation, and corr 
tion have necessarily follo 


4 Thus Pakistan, which was 
jonce a granary, now depends on 
foreign sources for its daily 
foread. Further, the ugly fact 
nas been disclosed that former 
cabinet members were holding 
vast quantities of grain and 
ther commodities for specula- 
itive and selfish gain. Indonesia, 
“for all ‘the fabled wealth of the 
‘WIndies,” suffers from dwindling 


‘Wzime has seized the prop- 
‘jarties of Dutch and Chinese 
‘aationalists. In Ceylon, which 
“nas a Communist minister of 
“agriculture, foreign owned rub- 
joeriodically threatened with 
"expropriation. 

7} We hear a great deal these 
‘days of the advisability of 


‘commerce, and a member of the 
Supreme Court has insisted in 
ja recent book on the necessity 
lof American participation at 
‘local levels in foreign affairs. 
|This does read well but can it 
ibe justified in the face of real- 
‘ities? Searcely was the new re- 
zime in Ghana set up, for ex- 
‘ample, before Aluminium, Ltd. 
abandoned ambitious plans for 
jJeveloping that country’s Volta 
River valley. ‘Independence,” 
lm short, far from promoting 
jaconomic development, often 
lhas tended to retard it. 


The Church 


f Our Church, too, is threaten- 
lad in all these lands, and its 
way of life seriously endanger- 
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ed. One thinks here, e.g., of the 
local government of Kerala in 
India, which is heavily domi- 
nated by Communists and 
which more and more strives to 
extinguish the free activities of 
its Catholic group. It would be 
rather simple though painful to 
extend the dreary list of areas 
in which we find ourselves in- 
creasingly hemmed in and 
handicapped. On the political 
level, it would not be difficult 
to view all of India as a giant 
question mark .to which the 
ambiguous Nehru offers no re- 
ply. 

What has happened in all 
these countries? It is not hard to 
find out. Democracy is not an 
easy growth or something which 
can be facilely assumed. Every 
country in question here has 
lacked the ingredients for a 
democratic regime and thus the 
hopes of certain sanguine Wes- 
tern politicians were without 
solid foundation. 

In none of these sad lands 
was there an effective political 
machine to carry out the daily 
workings of government. No- 
where was there an effective 
loyal opposition. There may 
have been opposition but it 
tended to be revolutionary, not 
constitutional and democratic. 
Criticism had no _ legitimate 
place; it smoldered only in some 
kind of underground. 

The inevitable result was 
either the tyranny of socialism 
or the tyranny of personal 
regimentation from above. And 
all this was prepared for in ad- 
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vance by the ignorance and 
illiteracy of the general popu- 
lation. Curiously, it was the new 
“strong man” of Pakistan who 
declared, ‘Democracy without 
education is hypocrisy without 
limitation.” Good for him, 
whatever his personal motives 
in the case! 

Over all, one can easily de- 
tect the absence of what Bar- 
ron’s calls the prerequisites of 
enlightened self-government: 
“a framework of laws, a wide 
area of beliefs held in common, 
a system of checks and balances, 
and above all, the willingness 
to compromise. Indeed, melan- 
choly as the thought may be, it 
is possible that democracy is 
just not suitable for export from 
the Western world.” This has 
begun to dawn on the State De- 
partment itself, if we can take 
as representative a remark of 
one of its Assistants, ‘“‘The Uni- 
ted States believes that all con- 
cerned should consider serious- 
ly the dangerous pitfalls that 
confront a newly independent 
state today.” 

For our purposes we would 
like to add one ingredient of 
democracy which  Barron’s, 
quite excusably, does not ven- 
ture to discuss, the role of re- 
ligion. It was Marx who saw 
this so clearly. Perhaps we 
should, therefore, credit the 
pseudo-prophet with one “win” 
in an otherwise lamentable 
string of defeats. Said Marx 
(equivalently): Democracy can 
flourish only where people be- 
lieve in the worth and immor- 


Januaryf) 


tality of the individual. Theraj: 
can be no democracy in 
Marxian Russia which has ac+# 
cepted the doctrine of the ini 
significance of the individualy 
and a doctrine of the unlimitea 
possibility of making him whaif 
the state wants him to be by 
social determinism. This is, inj} 
deed, bad biology as the west 
ern scientist views it, but it 14} 
good Marxism. 

Thus, as Marx saw, moderiy 
democracy is a Christian thing] 
born of the dogmas of the Fa 1] 
therhood of God and the Broth jf} 
erhood of man. A true ‘“demo- 
crat’”’ must be one redeemed by 
the Blood of Christ and one 
destined for something beyonce 
a socialistic security which i: 
of this world alone. 


A Delicate Growth 


But a truly democratic indi, 
viduai in the realm of practical 
political matters must also be 
one who sees how delicate 
growth his democracy really isi 
He must never assume its im+4 
mortality because he himself i} 
immortal. Here he can profit: 
ably turn to a man like Plato o1 
Polybius for direction, thougl 
neither was a Christian; but we 
would prefer to have him loo 
at things closer to home. In 
either case he can learn wha 
happens to democracies whicl 
are casually taken for grantecl 
how they are succeeded by dic+ 
tatorships (a more modern 


word) or tyranny (the Greek 
had a word for it). 


Indeed, the very antiquity o 


hese observations may serve 
‘Whe better to awaken the mod- 
“rn man from his complacency, 
ince it will come as a surprise 
jo the average American illit- 
“trate to learn that all this was 
tiscussed calmly, clearly and 
pactually even before Christ was 
porn. 

‘| However, two things closer to 
‘B.ome come to mind at this writ- 
ag. On November 11, occurred 
farmistice Day, which began in 
5918 as a day not of pious com- 
emoration of our dead or as an 
#Rccasion to bemoan war and 
‘ixalt peace. Armistice Day was 
hriginally a joyous -— even 
Siotous — occasion that marked 


till called Victory Day. 

“Victory over what?” we may 
jvell ask in 1959. As the Post 
femarked editorially, “The 
ause for which they fought 
§then) and won is pretty well 


is by our ex-allies, the Com- 
| The finales of 


jelirium.” They were “tainted 
yy the suspicion that this was 
jvhere we came in, that war was 


than to be abolished forever.” 
| Security Without Freedom 

| The other thing that troubles 
Jaany men (to be content with 
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merely one more) is the in- 
creasing demand on all sides for 
security and the increasing dis- 
dain of individual liberty. Let 
us cite only one case here, but 
that, a striking one. Recently 
an auctioneer in Canton, Ohio, 
sold off livestock seized from 
Amish farmers by the U. S. 
Government because the 
Amishmen had refused to pay 
the Old Age and Survivors In- 
surance System levies. The 
Amish are undoubtedly a law- 
abiding, God-fearing, industri- 
ous people to whom it is a basic 
tenet to teach their children re- 
spect for their elders and a 
sense of responsibility for those 
too old to work. To pay this tax 
to the Government is against 
their religion, as they construe 
it to be a denial of their own 
personal obligation to the aged. 
Be that as it may, the Govern- 
ment seized 28 head of live- 
stock from 15 Amish farmers 
and cash assets of 50 others in 
the name of collective security, 
even though the records of the 
two counties concerned in the 
action showed that no Amish- 
man has ever sought or needed 
public assistance of any kind 
whatsoever. 

As the Wall Street Journal 
observed, “As one man’s free- 
dom is lost, freedom for all men 
is diminished as well.” It ended 
a recent editorial with this grim 
remark, ‘“‘Though security is one 
of man’s highest aspirations, 
perhaps we had better remem- 
ber that security without free- 
dom is history’s bitterest jest. 
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And there is a point where 
over-emphasis on one can slow- 
ly, but inexorably, destroy the 
other.” 

It may be heart warming and 
consoling, indeed, to dream 
about the glories of what is so 
often called “the American 
Way” but it is also timely these 
days to try to examine what 


The Eternal Priesthood 


A native of Herefordshire, very learned and a noted Greek | 
scholar, the Venerable Roger Cadwallader was a secular priest | 
who began his apostolate in England about 1594, and during 16 
years won many souls to the Church. q 

Apprehended on Easter Day in the house of Mrs. Winefride 
Scroope near Hereford, he acknowledged to the Protestant bishop |f 
that he was a priest, adding that he supposed that this would not | 
be against him with the bishop, whose special concern it was to | 
maintain the sacerdotal dignity—“for, My Lord, either you must |f 
admit yourself a priest, or I can prove you to be no bishop.” 

The bishop insisted that Christ was the only sacrificing priest 
of the New Testament, in that sense of the word (which is not | 
common to all Christians), and hoped thus to free himself from | 
being a priest. On which the martyr replied: “Make that good, I 
pray you, My Lord, for so you will prove that I am no more a 
priest than other men, and consequently no traitor or offender 
against your law’—on which one, Holkins, to cover the bishop’s 
disgrace, said that the king himself had said that this kind of men | 
were so numerous that he should never have done if he put them 


all to death. 


\ 
Thus Father Cadwallader was hanged, drawn, and quartered 
for his priesthood at Leominster, August 27, 1610, in the reign of 


James I. 


Janu 
f 

that phrase imports. When it is 
most widely used it is likely ta 
be least understood, even th 
object of superstitious regard. J 
There is nothing, absolutely 
nothing, that guarantees th 
American way, except the eter, 
nal vigilance of its citizens}, 
This, too, was said long, long 
ago!—G.J.G. 


‘YOR eighteen years of my 
? priesthood it was my privi- 
“ve to serve under a bishop 
10 was the incarnation of 


alcoholism. He 
jald be called an apostle to 
> alcoholic priest. He not only 
ywed a personal interest in 
se members of his own dio- 
se who were suffering from 
i 3t ailment, but he actually 
fight out clergymen from over 
/2 nation who were out of the 
itive ministry because of such 
\lings. He was the good shep- 
‘rd of the chosen ones of God 
/oring under that heavy bur- 
jn. Because of his charity 
jany of these souls have gone 
j their eternal reward with the 
ll rites of the Church after 
jug service in the sacred min- 
ry. God seemed to have giv- 
him, both as a priest and as 
bishop, a special gift to aid 
2 priest thus burdened with 
ch a heavy cross. 


His life on earth had been 
mpleted before we had heard 

the Alcoholics Anonymous. 
+t it would be useless to deny 
at he always counseled his 
iests to remember that alco- 
lism was a disease. This 
ought he never failed to ex- 
ess with the firmest convic- 
n. From this premise he’ ex- 


The writer is Bishop of Coving- 
i. 


The Priest and Alcohol 


* WILLIAM T. MULLOY, D.D. 


ercised his apostolate among 
them. While unknown and un- 
sung by the rank and file of 
those in the apostolate of Alco- 
holics Anonymous today, he did 
his share in laying the founda- 
tion for the apostolate to the 
alcoholic. It was of the very es- 
sence of his great priestliness 
that he remain known only to 
God and those of his brethren 
in the priesthood whom he 
served so faithfully. With loyal 
respect for his dread of publi- 
city we shall keep his name 
among the great ones who are 
forgotten. 


It was, however, a very con- 
soling and comforting thought 
to have the idea of this great 
prelate both confirmed and ex- 
pressed in the opening pages of 
that enviable expression of hu- 
mility and true Christ-like 
charity, The Prodigal Shepherd, 
by our modern apostle to the 
alcoholic priest, Father Ralph 
Pfau. May we with all rever- 
ence speak of this book as the 
classic on alcoholism as we 
speak of such classics as the 
Confessions of St. Augustine or 
of St. Francis de Sales’ Intro- 
duction to a Devout Life. 


Can anyone question the 


classification of alcoholism as a 
disease? All my priestly life I 
have always considered it such. 
It guided me in my own role 
as pastor to whom many of 
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these men were sent to exer- 
cise their priestly ministry. It 
has been a tremendous asset to 
me as a bishop. 


An Accepted Principle 


Medicine and psychiatry ac- 
cept that fundamental princi- 
ple, and have found many, 
many reasons to be edified by 
the principles of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. So we accept them 
as a fact that when we are deal- 
ing with the alcoholic person 
we are dealing with one who is 
ill. 

This thought still needs to be 
emphasized and considerable 
amount of education is neces- 
sary before it will be generally 
accepted. When we speak of the 
education program, may we be 
reminded that perhaps this 
apostolate of education will be 
more needed among our breth- 
ren in the priesthood, among 
members of religious orders, 
and also among our very re- 
ligious-minded laity. There is 
still a vast field for apostolic 
work. As Pius XI so aptly and 
so memorably said. “There is 
still so much to be done.” 

In this apostolate of educa- 
tion we must always bear in 
mind that both by friend and 
enemy alike the priesthood is 
held in such reverential awe. 
One could almost state that the 
priest in many minds is, by the 
very fact of his ordination, no 
longer human. The vast major- 
ity of our people have either 
forgotten or are completely ig- 
norant of the scriptural text— 


among men is appointed 
men in the things pertaining 
God” (Heb. 5, 11). 

Will this accepted fact be} 
cause of discouragement to tif 
apostolate under consideratio 
My unqualified answer is “Na 
It will be both a challenge and 
safeguard—a challenge becau 
the apostolate needs more a 
more helpers. We must not tai 
erate delay. It is a work thi 
becomes a special apostolate 
this age. Men with prude 
and a dedicated zeal can go fo 
ward to disabuse minds of tif 
many false illusions which aif 
prevalent that alcoholism jf 
anything but the disease that 
is. How intolerant are peop 
of alcoholism in a priest! 


A Safeguard 


It will be a safeguard becau 
we are dealing with the anoi 
ed of the Lord. We are dealis 
with a priest of the Most Hig! 
His very person is sacred. FH 
has been singled out by A 
mighty God to shoulder tk 
weakness as his portion 
Christ’s cross to satisfy for tl 
abuses and sins of alcoholis 
in the world. In this manner I 
fulfills in his own person 
Paul’s teaching that we “‘fill u 
those things that are wanting | 
the sufferings of Christ.” Cz 
we convince the alcoholic prie 
and his brethren in the laij 
that such is God’s will for hin 

Venerable Father Ansel 
Schaaf, in his direction to Fi 
ther Pfau, mentions this in 


‘vn way—“God may have spe- 
‘jal work for you some day.” 
“Prodigal Shepherd, page 33.) 
je have this obligation to em- 
yaasize the providence of God. 
se are His priests. He has 
work for each and every one 
i do. Our educational program 
(U1 be both a challenge and 
») safeguard. 

I once heard a venerable old 
Wintly bishop say in speaking 
the Blessing of an Abbot, 


wee apostolate to the alcoholic 
iest. We begin with a priest 
ud we end with a priest. Says 
‘jir own respected Father Pfau, 


fam a diabetic, or an arthritic, 
7 a tubercular person.” I am a 


} The Program of the AA 
| We must accept all that has 


te Alcoholics Anonymous. 
jney have the natural helps 
jarned from psychiatry, phy- 
ology, and experience. We can 
ever discard these aids. The 
nowledge of their efficiency 
ust be made known. Their 
alue never under-rated. We 
ill use them to prodigality for 
ur brethren in the priesthood. 
we must not stop 


| 


owever, 
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there. We begin with a priest 
and we end with a priest. 

May I direct your attention 
to the twelve steps in the pro- 
gram of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
I do so for the reason that they 
emphasize in a graduated de- 
gree the need of divine help. 
Certainly, from the second step 
to the twelfth this is especial- 
ly true, for they recognize a 
power greater than ourselves, 
which we might call the spirit- 
ual foundation stone of the pro- 
gram. The eleventh step em- 
phasizes this clearly, and I 
quote: “Through prayer and 
meditation to improve our con- 
scious contact with God, pray- 
ing only for the knowledge of 
His will for us and the power 
to carry that out.” This is my 
estimation of the part of the 
program that should be stres- 
sed with great emphasis when 
dealing with an alcoholic. 

How many people have any 
understanding at all of the spir- 
itual element utilized in the 
program of Alcoholics Anony- 
mous! Certainly we _ priests 
should be the strongest expon- 
ents of the spiritual help in con- 
trolling and mastering this di- 
sease. I would not be prepared 
to tell you how many all over 
the United States and Canada 
listened to the General Electric 
Hour on April 6, 1958, in which 
the theme of the whole pro- 
gram was reforming men from 
the habit of alcoholism. In that 
program strong emphasis was 
placed on men’s will. 

We would have a right to 
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differ with the approach of the 
program. They considered al- 
coholism not as a disease but as 
an acquired habit, but we 
would place the emphasis on 
the grace of God having its ef- 
fect upon the hearts and minds 
of those who are afflicted with 
alcoholism as well as those who 
are striving to aid them in ad- 
justing themselves to accepting 
this as coming from the hand of 
God. 


A Tremendous Effect 


From my own pastoral ex- 
perience in dealing with lay- 
men afflicted with alcoholism, 
some fathers of large families, 
I can vouch for the tremendous 
effect the spiritual program 
had upon their lives. These 
were Catholic men, to be sure, 
and it seldom if ever failed. If 
these men made a promise to 
go to Mass and receive Holy 
Communion each morning, they 
could live with alcoholism and 
become leading citizens in their 
community. Many of them be- 
came attached to this practice 
and received the - spiritual 
strength to live with the cross 
that God had given them. It 
was likewise true that if they, 
in turn, missed daily Mass and 
Communion for even the short- 
est period of time, they would 
find themselves falling back, 
with the disease taking the su- 
perior hand over their lives. 

It was also a part of my pro- 
ceeding to emphasize to the 
men who were alcoholics that 
they had to be prepared to live 
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with that fact. It was a disee# 
permitted by God’s provide 
for their own spiritual perfef 
tion. Their example could ff 
held up as an inspiration 
others afflicted with the s 
disease. 


One day when I was speakiif{ 
to a medical man regarding! 
parishioner of mine afflict# 
with cancer, he said to 
“This patient can live qui 
long time and gain a great dag 
of merit by being prepared 
live with that particular Gq 
sease.”’ 


It was from this thought t 


ics could go through a necessa 
period of preparation in whi 
they could be convinced t 
they just simply have to mal] 
up their minds to live with t 
particular disease. For this th 
need spiritual help and spirit 
motivation, and from this, gre4 
merit will come. 


Priestly Aids 


When dealing with the alce 
holic priest, it is so much mo;3 
important for us to emphasii 
the great spiritual aids give 
to him by Almighty God. Ov 
esteemed Father Pfau acknow 
ledges that in the first years « 
his priesthood when he ws 
teaching in Gilbert High Scho« 
at Vincennes, he followed | 
regular program of religiot 
exercises. He found happine: 
there. He found strength ans 
as a priest of Almighty God, k 
accomplished wonders in tk 


“gnuary 


i that he was on the faculty 
‘ Gilbert High School. 


tea of us, as priests, even 
“laen we reach my vintage in 
a ‘i priesthood, realize full well 
“at we must make use of the 
dinary means of priestly 
jnctification. Pope Pius XII in 
enti nostrae gives us the 
dbook of priestly living. It 
“jour modus vitae for the mod- 
jn priesthood, and yet we are 
“ice to face in that beautiful 
-peument with the same means 
‘} sanctification that we studied 
' the seminary, practiced, and 
rried with us into the priest- 
‘hod. It is our morning medita- 
Yon, the Holy Sacrifice of the 
: our Divine Office, our 
ticular examination, our 
iritual reading, our visits to 
the Blessed Sacrament, our ros- 
iby. These are necessary for the 
ly Father himself and for 
drery priest down to the man 
#ost recently ordained. 
‘In his Menti nostrae, His 
joliness does not exempt a 
lciest afflicted with cancer nor 
fith tuberculosis nor ulcers, 
id we search rather carefully 
ily to find that there is no 
emption made for the alco- 
lic. It would seem to me that 
e cannot be hesitant about 
sIdly proclaiming these neces- 
iry spiritual aids for the al- 
yholic priest, and in doing so 
e do not become unorthodox, 
at we follow through the 
velve steps of the Alcoholics 
nonymous program, always 
salizing that we are dealing 
‘ith a man who is exposed to 
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special graces as a priest of Al- 
mighty God. 


Aids For the Layman 


Since Our Lord said, “With- 
out me you can do nothing,” 
and St. Paul could say, “I can 
do all things in him who 
strengthens me,” it would seem 
only right to conclude that in 
any program dedicated to the 
apostolate of the alcoholic, lay- 
man or priest, we cannot over 
emphasize the spiritual aids of- 
fered for every need. For the 
layman who is a Catholic, Mass 
and Communion are available, 
laws of fasting have been 
changed, hours for Masses have 
been rearranged, all of which 
make it more convenient for 
the layman to live at the level 
of spirituality that God expects 
of him. For the priest there are 
all of the spiritual helps that 
we have noted above, together 
with those changes in the laws 
of fasting that will apply to 
him and the various hours for 
Mass which have their applica- 
tion for the need of the priest- 
hood in the present hours. 

May I be permitted now to 
conclude with this important 
thought. In this age of the Eu- 
charist, since the decree of the 
saintly Pius X, which permitted 
frequent and early Communion, 
there has been a rich harvest of 
souls filled with the Eucharistic 
urge. We find this expressed in 
the lives of our people — in the 
lives of little children, and in 
the lives of adults who are 
reaching their three score years 
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of life and who practically lived 
on the Eucharist. We realize it 
in the impulse that is so strong 
in them and demands an out- 
let in some field of activity for 
Christ. From St. Pius X to our 
own day these fields have been 
opened and the laity have ac- 
cepted the challenge. 

We, also, in this all-important 
work of charity, are re-inforced 
in our efforts by the Eucharis- 
tic love of Christ for the hu- 
man being. We are the heralds 


A Birth Without A Mother? 


Purchasing and erecting a Crib for the lawn of a Court 
House Square is, we want to believe, a labor of unified love. 
But, according to a certain Father Smith, there are exceptions. 
For instance, in one town all were agreed on a manger and a 
doll in the manger to represent the Babe of Bethlehem. But the 
editor of a country paper insisted on a Crib that would be non- 
denominational. What was his definition of a non-denominational 
Crib? In his own words: “And that means no Mary.”—Infor- 


mation. 
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of the Holy Eucharist an 
therefore, the  tremendoug 
power that we have, as t 
“dispensers of the mysteries q 
God” by virtue of the awful 
graces received at ordinations 
makes us more and more co 


i 


them to go forward with thi 
program and to aid the alca 
holic on all levels as a genuin 


mission from Christ. 


} critique 


¥ jOCTOR August Adam’s book, 
‘TY The Primacy of Love, pub- 
‘shed by the Newman Press in 
‘h English translation from the 
erman by Elisabethe Corathiel 
‘loonan,* is intended by the au- 
jior, as we learn from his fore- 
ord, “to be primarily helpful 
xr his brother-priests in their 
|-bors for the care of souls.” 


| Much that the author has 
}ritten in this book can, in- 
j2ed, be helpful in the care of 
)uls. Unfortunately, however, 
huch also can be _ seriously 


| That the supernatural virtue 
|? charity is the greatest virtue 
id has primacy over all other 
irtues, theological and moral, 
| a doctrine of the faith. The 
fords of Our Lord Himself and 
t. Paul in his thirteenth chap- 
r of his first letter to the Co- 
nthians leave no room for 
dubt about that. However, in 
rite of the primacy and su- 
reme importance of the virtue 
f charity, it is true as the au- 
ior contends that the practice 
€ the virtue is too little stress- 
1 in our pastoral work. Dr. 
dam’s professed objective, 
1erefore, the defense of the 
rimacy of charity and the 
ressing of practical conclu- 


‘Father Gounley is currently at 
ie San Alfonso Retreat House in 
ong Branch, N.J. His writings, al- 
ays brilliant and fascinating, have 
‘ten appeared in this magazine. 


‘The Primacy of Love’ 


MARTIN E. GOUNLEY, C.SS.R. 


sions for application in our pas- 
toral work, is to be highly com- 
mended. But unfortunately his 
approach to the task he has set 
himself is a rather devious one. 
It is not only devious but it 
also leads him into a morass, 
one of his own making, in which 
he bogs down completely. To 
follow him all the way would 
be fatal. 


The author starts with what 
he claims to be a fact, namely, 
that the virtue of chastity is 
contesting the primacy of the 
virtue of charity. To establish 
that claim he quotes from ser- 
mons of famous preachers and 
authors of sermon books ex- 
pressions such as these: ‘‘Chas- 
tity, the queen of virtues’; 
“Purity, pearl among the vir- 
tues.” From a work entitled 
“Pearl among the Virtues” he 
quotes as follows; ‘“‘Where pur- 
ity is lacking, everything falls 
short, for this is the most essen- 
tial, the most valuable and the 
very highest quality.’ And 
again: “All other virtues derive 
their value and their luster 
from purity alone.”—The au- 
thor’s strictures against such 
preaching and such writing are 
justified. 

As to the teaching of the the- 
ologians, the author admits that 
they all do, as they must, state 


* Newman Press, Westminster, 
Maryland, 1958, pp. 218, $3.25. 
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that charity is the supreme vir- 
tue; but he maintains that they 
seem to hold this doctrine more 
in theory than in _ practice. 
‘When it comes to applying the 
principle of the primacy of 
charity to real life, they are, he 
thinks, manifestly influenced 
by an exaggerated estimation of 
chastity. 


The author complains that 
things have come to such a pass 
that the general term “moral” 
has become synonymous with 
“chaste” and “immoral” with 
‘impure.’ And he ascribes this 
to the poison of Manicheism 
which centuries ago was inject- 
ed into Catholic thought and 
from which the Church has not 
yet completely rid herself. 


Dr. Adam’s Method 


This seeming rivalry of chas- 
tity with charity for preemi- 
nence determines the author’s 
method of procedure. To re- 
store the proper balance be- 
tween these two virtues, the 
author finds it necessary in his 
endeavor to lift charity to its 
proper place among the virtues, 
that he deemphasize the worth 
and merit of chastity and the 
corresponding evil of impurity. 


Right here the author finds 
himself facing what seems to 
him a roadblock which moral 
theologians have set up in his 
path. And this is the roadblock: 
If charity is the greatest and 
most important of the virtues, it 
would seem to follow that vio- 
lations of charity should be 
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a anual 


worse and more serious than vf 
olations of the other. virtue 
But along come the moral theay 
logians, after the time of & 
Thomas, with a newly concod 
ted term and principle whic 
seem to give a basis for the e 
aggerations of preachers a 
writers such as we have quot 
above. The term is parvita 
materiae. 


} 


curately formulated by 
Adam) is that in direct and def 
liberate violations of the sixt 

commandment outside wedloa# 
there is no room for parvita 
materiae, by which they meq 
that each and every direct ar 
deliberate violation of the sixf 
commandment is a mortal si 

But these very same theologian 
will with the same breath ad 
that direct and deliberate vic 
lations of the virtue of chari 
may well be only venial si i 
Thus moral theologians in thei] 
application of principle to re 
life lose sight of their theory 
the primacy of charity. 


sixth chapter of his book. Th: 
chapter is entitled ‘“‘The Teact 
ing of Parvitas materiae an 
the Singling out of the Sixt 
Commandment.” This chapt 
is really the heart of the eh 
as the subtitle, which appea: 
on the dustjacket (though ne 
in the book itself) clearly ind. 
cates: “A Study of the Plac 
of Sexual Morality in the Mor. 


Code.” 
‘ 


‘Fuzzy, inaccurate . 


# A careful reading of Dr. 
‘uhdam’s Chapter 6 is quite an 
‘#xperience. It is so full of fuzzy 
“joncepts and inaccurate termi- 
wology, irrelevant argumenta- 
4.0n and inconsequential rheto- 
jic, that one will have to go far 
do find a parallel in the writ- 
fags of anyone who would pose 
fs a theologian. 

| The question at issue, stated 
fechnically, is this: Does the 
fixth commandment allow par- 
itas materiae (lightness of 
aatter as opposed to gravity of 
jaatter) in deliberate and di- 
fectly voluntary violations out- 
“ide wedlock? In other words, 
may one hold that any direct 
ind deliberate violation outside 
vedlock of the sixth command- 
nent is only a venial sin just as, 
‘or example, in the matter of 
he seventh commandment 
tealing of just a few dollars 
ecause of the lightness of the 
matter and the slightness of the 
injury inflicted, is only venially 
inful? 

It is to be emphasized right 
irom the start that the ques- 
ion does not concern itself 
with the mitigation of guilt 
‘rom mortal to venial because 
of lack of knowledge or lack of 
jJeliberation or freedom of the 
will arising from the impact of 
smotion or passion not culpa- 
oly aroused. 

To put the question yet again 
and concretely, are all deliber- 
tte and directly voluntary acts 
which cause venereal excitation 
ind pleasure, whether they be 
’ 
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“complete” acts (involving or- 
gasm) or “incomplete” acts 
(not involving orgasm, such as 
sinful touches, kisses, embraces, 
and the like) mortal sins? 


The Mind of the Church 


So emphatically universal is 
the teaching of bishops and the- 
ologians of the Church that all 
such acts are mortal sins (tech- 
nically, that in such offenses 
there is no room for parvitas 
materiae) that one is safe in 
saying that it is the doctrine of 
the ordinary magisterium of the 
Church. Yet notwithstanding 
this, Dr. Adam would protest. 

To quote a recognized author- 
ity, Davis in his Moral and Pas- 
toral Theology has this to say: 
“The question as a fact is 
whether all incomplete venereal 
pleasure outside wedlock that 
is directly voluntary is always 
a grievous sin. All authors now 
hold that it is. For the moral 
theologian the discussion is now 
closed, both on account of the 
intrinsic reasons for the view 
and in consequence of unani- 
mous agreement, so that no 
writer could now venture to 
call it in question.” 

In line with this Davis cites 
Popes Clement VIII and Paul 
V who ordered those to be de- 
nounced to the Inquisitors of 
the Faith ‘‘who held that kiss- 
ing, embracing and touching for 
the sake of venereal pleasure 
are not grievous sins’ and Al- 
exander VII, who condemned 
the proposition which stated 
that “it is a probable opinion 
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that a venial sin only is com- 
mitted by kissing for the sake 
of the carnal and sensual pleas- 
ure that arises, if the danger of 
further consent and pollution is 
absent.” 


To this might be added a de- 
cree of the Holy Office in 1929 
ordering the withdrawal of a 
book from circulation because 
of its defense of the proposi- 
tion: “Delectatio incompleta in 
genere luxuriae admissa vel eti- 
am directe quaesita, per se- et 
in sua specie non est peccatum 
mortale.” (Regatillo et Zalba, 
Theologiae Moralis Summa, vol. 
Il, p. 341) 


A Look at Chapter 6 


Chapter 6 is evidently meant, 
to put it mildly, to question the 
validity of the principle regard- 
ing parvitas materiae in of- 
fenses against the sixth com- 
mandment, its formulation and 
its application by present day 
theologians. It therefore comes 
as a shock that one nowhere in 
the book finds a clear and ac- 
curate statement of the princi- 
ple in question. In fact one is 
forced to question whether the 
author knows and understands 
the principle or even the conno- 
tation of some of the terms used 
therein. This may seem unbe- 
lievable but a careful examina- 
tion of the book can lead to no 
other conclusion. 

Throughout the chapter the 
author claims that his position 
is nothing more nor less than 
an exposition of the teaching of 
St. Thomas which, according to 
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him, presentday moral theologi. i 
ans have gotten away from. | 

Thus: “St. Thomas kney 
nothing whatever about thil 
problem of parvitas materiae, ¢ 
fact which, in view of the alll} 
embracing thoroughness of thij 
greatest of all theologians, de} 
serves our particular attention} 
(page 146). That St. Thomas 
did not use the term parviay 
materiae may readily be ad. 
mitted. But that he was unfad 
miliar with the problem involv | | 


ed and treated by presentday 
theologians under the termi 
nology of parvitas materiae, “| 


that his principles and conclu- 
sions contradict the principles 
and conclusions of presentdayy 
theologians, is absolutely false} 
(See II-II, q. 154, a. 4 and Da 
Wants Cl. Bs 2 33.) | 
In this connection it is wor- 
thy of note that no Dominicar} 
moral theologian, whose glory 
it is to walk in the footsteps o 
their great Doctor, opposes th 
principle regarding 
materiae in offenses 
the sixth commandment as held 
and applied by all moral theo- 
logians today. And one might 
add that the same is true off 
Jesuit presentday moral theo- 
logians as we are assured in the 
moral theology of Regatillo andi 
Zalba: “In Societate Jesu nul- 
lus fuit auctor qui saltem ab 
anno 1621 non modo veram aut 
probabilem, sed neque tolera 
bilem habuerit sententiam quae 
asserit extra matrimonium de- 
lectationem veneream deliber- 
ate quaesitam vel admissam, 
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‘opter parvitatem materiae 
ccusari posse a mortali” (Vol. 


False Conclusions 

a Dr. Adam is so obsessed by 
de idea that since charity is a 
#eater and more noble virtue 
Lan chastity, violations of chas- 
ly should be less grievous 
tan violations of charity, that 
#> reads into St. Thomas’s dis- 
hisition on the relative malice 
iid seriousness of sins in I-II, 
i 73 of the Summa some out- 
igeous statements. On page 
1:5 we are told that St. Thomas 
fbronounces unchasity a minor 
Jansgression.” In line with this 


“Sins of licen- 
sousness only become grievous 
when they offend against love, 
3, for instance, in the break- 
g of the matrimonial vows or 
» seduction” (emphasis add- 
1): 

—Then surely solitary sin, 
ince it does not “offend against 
‘ve, as, for instance, in the 
feaking of the matrimonial 
dws or in seduction,” is no 
#nger grievously sinful! Dr. 
#dam has spoken. And the good 
octor claims that he has St. 
homas on his side, for ‘““Thom- 
3; repeatedly emphasized... 
iat sins of the flesh are less 
cievous than sins of the spirit.” 
‘ecause “sins of the flesh... 
ce primarily an impulse to- 
ard some created thing and 
hly in a secondary sense a 
irning from God. They aim at 
je satisfaction of the body, and 
ie breaking of the command- 
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ment is merely a consequence 
of this.” 


Then, presumably quoting 
from St. Thomas, “quanto est 
gravius impulsivum ad peccan- 
dum, tanto minus peccat’ he 
reasons on! “Now the sex im- 
pulse is greatly augmented be- 
cause of the desire that is inher- 
ent in the human make-up.” 
... “Of course,’’ he continues, 
‘no one would deny that chas- 
tity is a serious matter” (a con- 
cession on the part of Dr. Adam 
but a concession which means 
little because of our “inherent 
make-up”). “But the impetus 
of the sexual instinct tends to 
cloud the reason and weaken 
the will power ... so that, even 
when the case is a serious one, 
there cannot commonly be a 
question of an absolutely com- 
plete consent of the will” (em- 
phasis added). 

What a relief! The good doc- 
tor assures us that being what 
we are, involving in our very 
make-up an “impetus of the 
sexual instinct” which clouds 
the reason and weakens the will 
power, no “sins of licentious- 
ness” are grievous, because by 
reason of that “impetus of the 
sexual instinct” they are not 
fully deliberate. They become 
grievous only if they involve 
also an offense against charity, 
a turning away from God! All 
this Dr. Adam finds in the 
teaching of St. Thomas which 
presentday theologians (ex- 
cepting Dr. Adam) have mis- 
understood and misapplied! 

(To be continued) 
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The Vatican Manuscript 
Library in America 


DANIEL D. McGARRY, PH.D. 


HE American Historical As- 

sociation in its annual con- 
vention of 1956 called atten- 
tion to one of the most im- 
portant scholarly projects 
ever undertaken by American 
Catholics, the joint Saint Lou- 
is University Knights of 
Columbus microfilming of the 
entire Vatican Manuscript Li- 


brary. This enormous task, 
which at one stroke both helps 
insure the precious Vatican 


collection from the threat of 
loss and makes it available to 
American scholars, has now 
been completed. 


The idea grew in the search 
for an answer to a routine 
academic problem, In 1949, 
Saint Louis University had 
strengthened its program in 
Mediaeval History, and the de- 
partment was looking for ways 
to add a good manuscript col- 
lection to the University Li- 
brary. Father Lowrie Daly, 
S.J.. of the History Depart- 
ment had just returned from 
studies at the University of 
Toronto, where he had worked 


A layman, Dr. McGarry is as- 
sociate professor of history at St. 
Louis University. Our cover shows 
Father Heule, S.J., dean of the 
Graduate School, with Dr. Finch 
of the Classics Department, study- 
ing one of the manuscripts on a 
film-reader. 


It’s in St. Louis 


with microfilm copies of me- 
diaeval manuscripts. He sug- 
gested that the University Li- 
brary film the Vatican Manu- 
script Library, 
its kind in existence. 


The idea was daring. There 


were diplomatic, financial, and | 


technical problems in connec- 
tion with such an ambitious 
project, but in 1950 the uni- 
versity authorities began the 


necessary negotiations. These | 
were successful, and oon 
Christmas Eve, 1950, Saint 


Louis University received Pa- 


pal permission to microfilm | 


the collection and was desig- 
nated the sole depository of 
these treasures in the Western 
hemisphere. The film library, 


like the original Vatican Li- | 
brary, was to be open to all | 


interested scholars. 
But numerous hurdles had 


yet to be surmounted. Among | 
these was the procuring of fi- | 


nancial assistance. Various 


the richest of |] 


| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 


i 


large American learned foun- | 


dations 
representatives of the Univer- 
sity, but funds were not im- 
mediately forthcoming. At this 
point, ‘in “July; ~ 7957, the 
Knights of Columbus offered 
to support the project. Coop- 
erating with the University, 
they set up and financed a 


were approached by | 
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foundation for the Preserva- 
tion of Historical Documents 
in the Vatican Library. The 
Knights of Columbus would 
not only underwrite the mi- 
crofilming, but would also co- 
operate in establishing a per- 
manent depository for the col- 
lection at the University. 


The latter was to be provided 


with a full-time librarian and 


‘| the necessary physical equip- 
| ment to make the collection 


a .J4 _€ 


| 


tl to 


available to scholars. 
The Microfilming 


Meanwhile Father Daly and 
Father Joseph Donnelly, S.J., 
then the University Librarian, 
traveled to Vatican City. Fa- 
ther Daly remained in Rome 
supervise the operation, 
while Father Donnelly return- 
ed to the United States to ex- 
pedite the shipment of the 


' most modern equipment. Un- 
| expected difficulty was 


en- 
countered in the securing of a 
large developing unit which 
was manufactured by only 
one company, whose entire 
output had been pre-empted 


| by the United States Govern- 
| ment during the Korean War. 
But at length a release order 


was secured and the huge ma- 


. chine was air-freighted to Va- 


tican City. 

The microfilming had to be 
organized so as to secure the 
maximum of efficiency and 
the best possible results, for 
“there are microfilms, and 
there are microfilms.” Inval- 
uable technical assistance was 
provided by Mr. E. T. Freel, 


then of Remington Rand, and 


Mr. M. E. Brand, of Graphic 
Microfilm. By the close of 
1955 the project had fifteen 
technicians, operating eight 
cameras and two developers, 
whose average output of film 
was about 12,000 feet per 
week. A foot of microfilm av- 
erages about thirteen manu- 
script pages. 

The microfilming was com- 
pleted in June of 1957. The 
original negative is stored in 
an especially conditioned vault 
in the United States. One pos- 
itive film is kept at the Vati- 
can itself, while a second is 
placed on file in the Vatican 
Microfilm Depository at St. 
Louis University. There are 
now at the depository over 
eleven million filmed manu- 
script pages available for con- 
sultation. 

The Vatican Manuscript Library 


The assembling of a Papal 
library in Rome began in the 
earliest days of the Church. It 
has survived the shock of bar- 
barian and Moslem invasions, 
and the trials of the Avignon 
residence of the Popes and 
the Great Western Schism, but 
the library has grown most 
steadily since the fifteenth 
century. 

The Vatican Manuscript Li- 
brary consists of thousands of 
hand-written works bound to- 
gether in some 50,000 to 60, 
000 volumes, called ‘‘codices.” 
Sometimes a codex includes 
about twenty works, ranging 
from extensive treatises and 
histories to short works, po- 


ems, letters, and other docu- 
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ments. Some codices contain 
several hundred separate let- 
ters, for example. The binding 
into volumes is largely for 
stacking and preserving, but 
works on similar topics, e.g. 
philosophy, theology, medicine, 
law, literature, etc., are gen- 
erally grouped together and 
arranged in chronological se- 
quence. 


There is, of course, a cer- 
tain amount of duplication in 
such a vast manuscript library. 
Accordingly, not all the ma- 
terials were microfilmed. But 
all manuscript codices that 
experts believe may be of 
present or future use to schol- 
ars were filmed in the Latin, 
Greek and modern language 
groups of codices in the Vati- 
can Manuscript Library. The 
filming included a _ photostat- 
tic reproduction of the more 
than 250,000 cards which make 
up a partial catalogue of the 
manuscript department of the 
Vatican Library. 

In 1956 the University also 
received permission to film the 
rare editions in the Vatican 
Printed Book Library. It is 
planned to reproduce and dis- 
tribute, at cost, filmed copies 
of any printed books in the 
collection for which there may 


be some general demand 
among American scholars. 
Various professors, libraries, 
and institutions of higher 


learning in the country have 
been contacted for recommen- 
dations in this connection. 

Any attempt to survey the 
possibilities for research in a 
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collection of such magnitude, 
even in general terms, defies: 
adequacy, and must remain a 
“bird’s-eye view,” in more) 
senses than one. Nevertheless, 
some fertile fields for scholar- 


ship in the collection may be} 


mentioned by way of sugges- 
tion. 
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The Contents 


The selective contents of the 
Vatican Manuscript Library 
comprise thousands upon thou- 
sands of separate works and 
items. These include histories, 
biographies, chronicles, annals, 
letters, reports, documents of 
various types, treatises on all 
sorts of subjects, literature of 
many descriptions, commen- 
taries, notes, translations, etc. 
Manuscripts range in age from 
the fifth to the nineteenth cen- 


turies, although many are cop- 


ies of earlier works. 

From the point of view of 
general history, the Vatican 
Manuscript Library constitutes 
a cumulative monument of or- 


iginal materials ranging from | 


ancient times to the present. 
For ancient history, 


the col-_ 
lection is rich in works from | 
Greek and Roman classical an- | 


| 


tiquity, such as the historical | 


and literary writings 
more noted classical authors, 
along with those of many of 
their lesser contemporaries. 
For early Church history, the 
collection is strong in source 
materials for the history of 
primitive Christianity, such as 
ancient Bibles, martyrologies, 
lives of the saints, liturgical 
works, and Papal records. In- 
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cluded are the writings of the 
Church Fathers, both 
eastern and western, as well 
as those of many lesser lights 


5, Of the early Church. Much 
i valuable material for the his- 


tory of early doctrinal contro- 
and the evolution of 


| Christian dogma is present. 


' collection 


'! truer, 
| tity and much improved quali- 


| ty, 


' giant strides 


| productions, 


Mediaeval History 


For mediaeval history, the 
is equally virtually 
unexplored. The early Middle 


“! Ages are represented by works 


and writings from all parts of 
Europe. The like holds still 
in still greater quan- 
of the High Middle Ages 
when Christian society in 
Western Europe was making 
in almost every 
field. The progress of the High 
Middle Ages is related and re- 
flected in numerous historical 
philosophical and 


theological compositions, po- 


| litical and legal works, scien- 


tific and mathematical treatis- 


'es, translations and compendia, 
' ecclesiastical 


and diplomatic 
and examples of art 
to mention only 


records, 
and music, 


/ more outstanding categories. 


The Vatican Manuscript Li- 
brary is justly famous for its 
rich holdings of Renaissance 
materials from the fourteenth 
to the sixteenth centuries. For 
the latter it constitutes, in fact, 
one of the world’s most fa- 
mous source-collections. The 
humanistic interests and activ- 


ities of the so-called “Renais- 


sance Popes,” such as Nicho- 
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las V and Pius II, are reflect- 
ed. Both Italian and Transal- 
pine works of the period are 
well represented. 


Nor does the Vatican collec- 
tion stop here, as is sometimes 
erroneously imagined. Corres- 
pondence and controversial lit- 
erature ‘from both sides of 
the fence” are abundant for 
the Reformation Era. Samples 
include letters of Luther and 


Melanchthon, dispatches of 
Cardinal Cajetan, letters of 
Henry VIII, and writings of 


Cardinal Pole. Abundant ma- 
terials from the 17th and 18th 
centuries are present, includ- 
ing extensive histories, chroni- 
cles, and documents concern- 
ing developments from the de- 
structive Thirty Years War at 
the outset of the period, to the 
epochal French Revolution at 
its close. 

Among examples are the 
letter-files of Duke Maximili- 
an of Bavaria, 1600-1640: the 
correspondence of French and 
Polish Kings, and the diaries 
of Popes, papal secretaries and 
cardinals, as well as_ other 
leaders, lay and secular. Many 
similar unpublished sources 
from the 19th century are 
available. Among the latter 
are the papers and notes of 
great scholars, such as the fa- 
mous. paleographer, Cardinal 
Mai, and the noted archeolo- 
gist, De Rossi. Thus _histori- 
ans will find valuable and re- 
warding original materials for 
almost every period of Euro- 
pean history in the Vatican 
Manuscript Library. 


CATHOLIC MUTUAL RE| 


37% Increase 
in 1958 


Once again Catholic Mutual has 
shown an increase in the number of 
Dioceses, Institutions, Religious 
Orders and Parishes served. And 
1958’s gain in business handled over- 
shadows any previous year. 

On behalf of the nine Archbishops 
and Bishops who serve as Trustees of 
this unique non-profit self-insurance 
fund for Catholic Church properties, 
we say “Thank You’. 

Catholic Mutual’s success demon- 
strates the effectiveness of this central 
Church agency which operates as a 
self-insurance fund for Catholic 
Church-owned properties. 

If you are interested in learning how 
Catholic Mutual can fit into your in- 
surance program by offering expert 
service and sound protection at a Pictured are Trustees aj 
lower cost, write us. The Annua! Board Meet 
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For the history of philoso- 
phy, theology, and the Church, 
the Vatican Library is probab- 
ly the richest manuscript col- 
lection in the world. In addi- 
tion to early handwritten cop- 
ies of the works of the ancient 
philosophers, such as Aristotle, 
Plato, the Stoics, the Academ- 
icians, and the Neo-Platonists, 
the Library contains a vast 
amount of unpublished Medi- 
aeval and Renaissance philo- 
sophical source materials from 
the tenth to the sixteenth cen- 
turies, as well as later dates. 


The Sciences And Mathematics 


Materials for the history of 
the sciences and mathematics 
are also abundant. Works on 
physical and biclogical scien- 
ces range from those of noted 
“ancients,” such as Aristotle 
and Heraclitus, to those of 
“moderns,” such as Copernicus, 
Kepler, and Galileo. Included 
are many mediaeval scientific 
translations and treatises by 
authors such as Gerard of Cre- 
mona, Albertus Magnus, Rog- 
er Bacon, and Theodoric of 
Freiburg. Mathematical works 
have a similar spread from 
those of Euclid and Archimed- 
es to those of MHeytesbury, 
Cardano, Beldomandi, and Pa- 
cioli. 

The collection is also excel- 
lent for the history of medi- 
cine. It is well stocked with 
medical treatises, translations, 
and . commentaries, ranging 
from ancient Greek, such as 
Hippocrates and Galen, 
through Moslems, such _ as 
Rhazes and Avicenna, to Medi- 
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aeval and Renaissance physi- 
cians such as Constantine the 
African, Thaddeus of Florence, 
and Guy de Chauliac. 

Various types of engineer- 
ing, mechanical, hydraulic, 
civil, and military, are repre- 
sented by diagrams and plans 
for hoists and pulleys, drain- 
age, river and flood control, 
roads and towns, Wwar-ma- 
chines and siege-devices. Data 
on seismology exemplify a 
minor field of science. Numer- 
ous interesting geographical 
treatises and travel-books are 
included. 


The building up of the Va- 
tican Library on a large scale 
began in the “age of human- 
ism,” and much of it still re- 
flects the interests of that day. 
The Library is perhaps best 
known for its wonderful col- 
lection of ancient Greek and 
Latin classics, and the schol- 
arly works of Renaissance hu- 
manists, Transalpine as well 
as Italian, such as Petrarch, 
Salutati, Lorenzo Valla, and a 
host of others. For the modern 
humanist the collection repre- 
sents a paradisical pasture. 

Various European vernacu- 
lar languages and literatures 
are represented in successive 
stages of their development. 
This is especially true of Ro- 
mance, languages and_ litera- 
tures, such as Italian, Span- 
ish and French. But many 
German, English, and other 
European, as well as Oriental 
works and writings are also 
present. The interests of the 
Popes and their scholarly ad- 


2 pega 


January 


visors did not stop at any giv- 
en boundary-lines. 

Since many of the forego- 
ing works were written and 
preserved in connection with 
schools and scholarly pursuits, 
they reflect the history of ed- 
ucation and learning. There 
are also to be found in the 
Vatican collection numerous 
pedagogical treatises,  text- 
books, and notes, valuable for 
the history of instruction. 

The Arts And Music 


The manuscript codices of 
the Vatican Library, particu- 
larly those of a religious na- 
ture, such as Bibles and Bre- 
viaries, are replete with excel- 
lent examples of Mediaeval 
and Renaissance illumination, 
illustration, and _ calligraphy. 
While on a smaller scale than 
the larger wall and canvas 
paintings of the better known 
Renaissance artists, these often 
superb miniatures are import- 
ant in the history of art. Steps 
are being taken by Saint Lou- 
is University to duplicate sets 
of colored transparencies of 
certain illuminated manu- 
scripts, so that teachers and 
professors may have them 
available for use in classes. 

The collection also contains 
numerous sketches, portraits, 
caricatures, and cartoons. Sev- 
eral designs for sculptural 
works in the collection are 
significant for the history of 
this art. 

Any survey of this sort must 


needs be sketchy and elemen- 


tal. There is no man alive 


who is familiar with the full 


THE VATICAN MANUSCRIPT LIBRARY IN AMERICA 43 


contents of the Vatican Man- 
uscript Library. Almost un- 
limited opportunities await 
scholars interested in original 
research, but broadly speaking, 
research possibilities in the 
collection may be divided into 
three main categories: 1) the 
edition and translation of im- 
portant manuscripts as yet 
unpublished; 2) the correction 
(by emendations, additions, 
subtractions, and, where need- 
ed, new critical editions) of 
texts already published; 3) 
new scholarly studies and re- 
searches based in whole or in 
part on materials in the Li- 


brary. Opportunities in the 
latter field are _ practically 
boundless. 


The Saint Louis University 
project for the microfilming 
of the Vatican Manuscript Li- 
brary has been conducted from 
the mist of ideas into the 
realm of reality. In the pro- 
cess, the original concept has 
been greatly expanded, with 
Knights of Columbus support. 
From being originally a means 
to implement a local curricu- 
lum in mediaeval history, the 
project has become another 
milestone in the ever advanc- 
ing history of American schol- 
arship. It exemplifies the great 
possibilities of microfilming. 
It has given birth and impe- 
tus to several offshoots. But its 
greatest contribution will be 
realized in the use which 
American scholars will make 
of this splendid collection of 
nearly a million original man- 
uscripts. 


Promoting Vocations: 


Tno Tested Methods 


RT. REV. L. V. COONEY, D.D. 


Aout two or three years 

ago, I spoke to a Holy Cross 
Father about a “pet” idea of 
mine for promoting vocations. 
He was so enthusiastic about it 
that I began to be convinced 
that it had some merit. Especi- 
ally was this so when, in later 
meetings, this Holy Cross Fa- 
ther told me of the reactions of 
several of the clergy to whom 
he spoke of it. 

Of this particular idea, I shall 
have more to say later. We all 
know we must be interested in 
vocations and be desirous of 
doing all in our power to pro- 
mote them. I believe we all 
have heard it said many times: 
“There is no dearth of voca- 
tions; they are simply not cul- 
tivated and being answered to 
the degree in which God in His 
Infinite Wisdom is_ giving 
them.” 

Our work, as priests, then, is 
to devise ways and means of 
bringing to fruition the voca- 
tions granted by God, and I be- 
lieve the following are at least 
two ways of doing so. 

One of these ways already 
has Episcopal approval, al- 
though, as far as I can learn, 
it is relatively unknown. This 


Msgr. Cooney is pastor of St. 
Colman’s Church, Brockton, Mas- 
sachusetts. 


The Regina Cleri Society | 


is a society established several 
years ago. It can be set up in 
any parish with the approval of 
the Ordinary of the Diocese. It 
is known as “The Regina Cleri 
Society.” 


This is a society to enlist the 


aid of the laity in praying daily 


for vocations — saying a pray- 
er prescribed by the society — 
or by giving from time to time, 
whatever donation they may 
wish, to aid the young men or 
women of the parish in the 
course of their studies for their 
respective goals. Among the 
other benefits members of the 
society receive is a share in two 
Masses said monthly for the 
members. 

About fourteen years ago, a 
missionary minded pastor in 
one of the smaller parishes of 
our nation’s capital saw the im- 
minent need of vocations. He 
had been a pastor for several 
years without having even one 
vocation from his parish. So 
he divided his parish into six 
districts. He then gathered 
twelve of his parishioners who 
were interested in vocations. 
Two were assigned as promo- 
ters for each of the six dis- 
tricts. All parishioners were 


capable of becoming members 
of the society either by saying 
the daily prayer or by giving 
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what they wished to the pro- 
moters (on their quarterly vis- 
it). This quarterly visit was to 
insure the perseverance in 
prayer of the members for vo- 
cations or to renew, if neces- 
sary, their prayer card, or to 
receive in a mite box anything 
they might wish to give. Thus 
the society afforded both spir- 
itual and material aid to 
youthful aspirants to the reli- 
gious life. Within three years of 
its existence in the parish of 
its founder (where for fifteen 
years there had been no voca- 
tions) the society had paid the 
expenses of three boys in the 
seminary and one girl in the 
convent. It had averaged at 
that time (almost 20 years ago) 
an annual income of over $900, 
and after three years, the soci- 
ety had a surplus of $1200 in 
its treasury. 


It Produced Results 


Obviously, seminary tuitions 
were lower then than they are 
now, but a parish which had 
had no vocations in fifteen 
years now had four aspirants 
for the religious life and a 
treasury to help others who 
might come along. Further- 
more, it had parishioners pray- 
ing for vocations. 

The above information was 
culled from a pamphlet pub- 
lished by the Catholic Univer- 
sity Conference of Religious 
and Clerics, and its title was 
“Friends of Our Lady,” with 
the subtitle “The Regina Cleri 
Society.” 


The Regina Cleri Society is 
one which removes, to a great 
extent, two of the greatest ob- 
stacles to the acceptance of vo- 
cations on the part of our young 
people. First, parents become 
more vocation-minded, and in- 
stead of thinking they are “‘los- 
ing” a son or daughter who 
may aspire to the religious life, 
they begin to realize the hon- 
or which God is conferring 
upon them in calling one of 
their children. Secondly, the 
society removes the fear of the 
young man or woman of plac- 
ing too much financial stress on 
their parents. The _ society 
solves this problem, not by 
charity, but by a common- 
sense cooperation in sharing the 
burden with the whole parish. 

In my own experience with 
the society, I have been con- 
vinced of its worth. I had read 
about it long before I became 
a pastor and jotted it down as 
one society I was going to es- 
tablish when I became a pastor. 
I was appointed in due time to 
a relatively small parish in the 
Boston Archdiocese. This was 
in 1949. There had been only 
one vocation to the diocesan 
priesthood since its foundation 
in 1911. There had been four 
or five ordained to religious or- 
ders and two girls had become 
Sisters. In six years during the 
existence of the society in this 
parish, we have had three boys 
ordained to the diocesan priest- 
hood, three others preparing for 
it, three young men studying 
for Religious Orders, one young 
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lady already professed as a 
Sister, and another preparing 
for the same. 


Each one of the above, inci- 
dentally, received $200 a year 
from the society, and the so- 
ciety is also puilding up a 
burse for some future student 
for the priesthood, towards 
which burse they have several 
hundred dollars already. Inci- 
dentally, the parish would nev- 
er know — financially — that 
such a society existed, as the 
money given to it was over and 
above what is given to the par- 
ish. 

In brief, then, this is a so- 
ciety which encourages all to 
pray for vocations. It helps 
them as well as the young men 
and women to realize the honor 
and privilege of a vocation, and 
it gives the aspirants to the 
service of God assurance of fi- 
nancial as well as spiritual as- 
sistance in attaining their goal. 


A Votive Mass 


The other ‘‘pet” idea of mine, 
which I mentioned at the be- 
ginning of this article, is a Vo- 
tive Mass for Vocations. In 
speaking of this to other priests, 
however, I have become con- 
vinced that something more 
than a Votive Mass is desired. 
But more on this a bit later. 

Sometimes, I think, correct- 
ly or not, that even we priests 
neglect prayer for vocations, 
and neglect to encourage them. 

For this reason, in our church 
we have a prayer framed at one 
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end of the altar rail (for the 
good people who make visits) 
entitled “A Prayer for Voca- 
tions.” (Incidentally at the oth- 
er end of the altar rail we 
have a prayer for priests.) 
However that may be, I have 
thought that a Votive Mass for 
Vocations would remind us 
priests of our duty to pray for 
such, and that its presence in 
the Missal would prompt us to 
offer what we all know is the 
greatest of all prayers, for the 
greatest need of the Church 
universal in our day, if not in 
every generation. 


The idea of the Mass for Vo- 
cations has received the hearty 
approval of Archbishop Cush- 
ing of Boston. 

I have mentioned above that 
in speaking to other priests 
something more than a mere 
Votive Mass is, or should be 
our goal. By this I mean that 
one Sunday a year, with a 
Mass especially written for the 
occasion, should be set aside as 
“Vocation Sunday.” What an 
ideal way to cause one and all— 
priests and laity alike—to dwell 
upon the privilege, honor, and 
dignity of vocations to carry on 
the work of Christ. What an op- 
portunity to make all more vo- 
cation-minded! What an occa- 
sion to arouse interest in our 
youth to pray, that if it is God’s 
will they accept a call to His 
service! With such a Sunday we 
could have priests and laity to- 
gether offering the Holy Sac- 
rifice for the greatest need of 
the Church Universal. Who 
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could estimate what such a 
Sunday, celebrated in the 
Church Universal, would do for 
the acceptance of those voca- 
tions which Our Lord certainly 
gives for His people? 
Regarding this Sunday to be 
set aside for Vocations, would it 
be amiss also to make it a day 
when people will be urged to 
pray also for those in the 
priesthood, Brotherhood, and 
Sisterhood, that they may be 
faithful to their vocation? Too 
many of the faithful, seemingly, 
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are unmindful of the graces we 
need to fulfill our duties and to 
live lives according to the 
ideals of our vocation. 

If the above suggestions are 
adopted, I sincerely believe we 
shall have what the Church 
sorely needs — more ACCEPTED 
vocations, with the laity as well 
as the clergy praying the great- 
est prayer we have (the Mass) 
for the greatest need of the 
Church, and we shall make 
clergy and laity, both, more 
vocation-minded. 


“Daily Bread” 


uincoln M. Zohnn of East Weymouth, Mass., tells of the 
time when he had tried vainly for twenty minutes to find a 
parking space in downtown Boston. When finally, out of sheer 
necessity, he was compelled to park in a forbidden area, he 
stuck a note in the windshield telling the traffic policemen 
his predicament and ending with the words, “I’m sorry. ‘For- 
give us our trespasses.’” When he returned a little later a 
reply note was on his windshield, reading, “If I don’t do this, 
I'll lose my job. ‘Lead us not into temptation.’” Pinned neatly 
to this note was a parking ticket. 


Checklist 
for Chalices 


ROBERT F. McNAMARA 


A RT historians will certainly 

attribute our contemporary 
revival of religious art to two 
principal factors. One is the 
restless honesty of the best 
modern art. The other is the 
sacramental and symbolist vis- 
ion of the Liturgical Move- 
ment. 


Revivals in art naturally im- 
ply experimentation, and ex- 
perimentation can produce mis- 
takes as well as successes. This 
we must expect. In fact, we 
should be rather grateful for 
such mistakes: like ‘“Dead- 
End” markers, they tell us what 
road not to take. On the other 
hand, when ecclesiastical artists 
have clearly gone astray, their 
aberrations should be unhesit- 
antly identified as such — not 
only for the good of the Church, 
but ultimately for the good of 
the artists. If sacred vessels are 
involved, the need for comment 
is especially urgent. 

Thus, we are understandably 
disturbed when a_ talented 
American artist creates altar 
candlesticks which stand, not 
as the Rubricae generales pos- 


Father McNamara teaches at St. 
Bernard’s Seminary, Rochester, 
N.Y. His chef d’oeuvre is his mon- 
umental history of the North 
American College, reviewed in 
these pages last spring. 


Requirements 
reviewed 


tulate — upon the altar, but 
on the floor behind the altar. 
But we are infinitely more dis- 
turbed at the sight of chalices 
so incorrectly designed as to 
imperil safety and convenience, 
those necessary guardians of 
reverence towards the Sacred 
Species themselves. 


Inadequacy in a chalice now- 
adays seems to arise from one 
of two causes, where it does not 
arise from both. The first cause 
is that the craftsmen are not 
fully aware of what constitutes 
a good chalice. The second is 
that, even if they are aware, 
they choose to sacrifice correct- 
ness to some aesthetic or sym- 
bolic consideration. 

That craftsmen should often 
be ill-informed on the constitu- 


ents of a good chalice is not | 


surprising. Church law 
forth only the bare essentials. 


sets 


Practice dictates the rest of the | 


formula. And the purchasers of 
new chalices — seminarians, a 
large proportion of them — are 
usually too unacquainted with 
this practice to notice shortcom- 
ings in design. That is why 


many in America — and ap- 
parently elsewhere, too — wel- 
comed the helpful booklet 


which Father E. M. Catich is- 
sued in 1951, A Priest Speaks 
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of Chalice Design. This illus- 
trated essay by the head of the 
art department at St. Ambrose 
College, Davenport, Iowa, is re- 
quired reading for both silver- 
smiths and prospective pur- 
chasers. 

On the other hand, some 
craftsmen become all-absorbed 
with an aesthetic or a symbolic 
concept, and as much as say to 
the priest: “Bother the rubrics 
and the utility! Here is a cup 
of perfect abstract beauty: take 
it and be content.” 

Let us give one illustration of 
the trend. We would surely do 
a grave injustice to a respon- 
sible designer if we were to 
tax Mr. Graham Carey with ar- 
tistic paternalism of this sort. 
Nevertheless, there is one pas- 
sage in a recent article of his 
(“The Chalice as a Cup,” Cath- 
olic Art Quarterly, Christmas, 
1957, p. 22), which very likely 
will “give aid and comfort” to 
less responsible ecclesiastical 
craftsmen. Mr. Carey is speak- 
ing — with some fondness — of 
the recent tendency to place 
chalice nodes too close to the 
cup: a practice which may im- 
prove the looks of a given chal- 
ice but also render it almost 
completely useless. The incon- 
venience in handling thus oc- 
casioned is, he concludes, 
“something that many priests 
must be glad to endure.” (!) 

Now, however you qualify it, 
that statement puts cart before 
horse. Priests can, of course, 
more or less accommodate 
themselves to many faults in a 
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chalice. But the point is, they 
should not be obliged to use 
faulty chalices, or to do penance 
for the wilfulness of a silver- 
smith. The rules of chalice de- 
sign have been catalogued to 
guarantee reverence in the sac- 
red rites. A designer who ig- 
nores them has simply fallen 
down on the job. He may pro- 
duce a beautiful artifice, but he 
has produced a poor chalice. 
However, the purpose of this 
article is practical, not polemi- 
ical. It has occurred to us that 
a checklist for chalices might 
be evolved: a list which would 
leave the purely artistic details 
in the hands of the artist 
(where they belong), and con- 
centrate on the utilitarian de- 
tails. An epitome of this mo- 
tive might conceivably prove 
serviceable to many persons. 


The “Bone Rules” 


To begin, then. Let us first 
review the bone-rules for chal- 
ice and paten. We know that 
the cup should be either of 
solid gold (although gold is not 
only too costly but too soft for 
normal use); or of tin gilded 
inside (if you happen to be 
dreadfully poor); or of silver 
gilded inside (the common and 
most decorous material). The 
paten is usually made of the 
same metal as the cup, and is 
to be gilded at least on its con- 
cave side. One infers from the 
rubrics of the missal that 
a chalice has three component 
elements: the cup, the essential 
part; the node, a prescribed ad- 
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junct; and the base, a necessary 
corollary. 

First, the cup. The cup 
must be easy to consecrate, easy 
to purify, and difficult to spill. 
The prelate who consecrates a 
chalice is directed by the Pon- 
tificale to dip his thumb into 
the holy chrism and anoint the 
inside of the cup from lip to lip 
across the bottom. A cup which 
is too deep or too narrow at 
the mouth to allow this is in- 
correct. Next, the rubrics for 
purifying the chalice at Mass 
require that the person purify- 
ing insert his purificator- 
swathed fingers -—— not his 
thumb — into the cup of the 
chalice. Hence the cup must not 
be deeper than the distance be- 
tween the webbing of the 
thumb to the tip of the third 
finger. Reverence for the Sac- 
red Species likewise demands 
that this purification be thor- 
ough. It follows, therefore, 
that the interior of the cup 
should not end in a point or 
be broken up by angles which 
would impede proper drying. 
And since the cup’s outer rim 
is also to be purified, its ex- 
ternal decorations should cease 
at a discreet distance from the 
edge of the cup — say, three- 
quarters of an inch. 

Above all, the cup must not 
be apt to spill. More or less 
outlawed for this reason are 
cups too saucer-like or too ob- 
tusely conical; cups with too 
great a circumference or with 
squared rims; and cups with 
bell-shaped lips. For chalices of 
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these types either tend, when 
tipped or jarred, to slosh liquid 
contents over the edge; or they 
cast it on the upper lip or even 
on the cheeks at the moment of 
consumption. True, cups can 
prove to be less perilous than 
one first expected. But they are 
still open to criticism if they 
distract the celebrant with the 
reasonable fear that they are 
insecure. Nor is this a trivial 
consideration, anxiety being no 
friend to devotion. 


The Node 


Secondly, the node. The Ritus 
servandus often refers to this 
knob interposed between cup 
and base, the purpose of which 
is to promote a sure grasp of 
the chalice. A node may vary 
in shape, but it may not be ab- 
sent. Since it is prescribed in 
the interest of safety, it must 
guarantee safety and the men- 
tal assurance of safety. The 
acid test of a secure node is 
its ability to be held snugly and 
comfortably after the consecra- 
tion, when the thumb and in- 
dex finger of the celebrant 
must be joined. A node which 
has too wide a diameter or too 
great bulk is not a safe node. 
Nor is a node ornamented with 
sharp jewels or points a safe 
node. Father Catich recom- 
mends that the node be no 
taller than one-half inch and 
no wider than one and three- 
quarters inches. These dimen- 
sions would not suit every 
model. But the farther the 
craftsman departs from them, 


January 


the more he risks botching the 
node. 


Most writers on our subject 
suppose that there will be a 
stem just above and below the 
knob. To be sure, a double stem 
aids the celebrant to grasp the 
chalice both “citra nodum in- 
fra cuppam” and “infra nodum 
cuppae.” However, we have 
purposely abstained from list- 
ing a stem as required, since 
the present trend to shorter 
chalices has often led to the 
partial or total elimination of 
the traditional stem. Styles in 
chalices, like styles in clothing, 
change with the times. (St. 
Charles Borromeo, for instance, 
expected the height of a chalice 
to average about ten inches; 
while today the average is be- 
tween seven and eight.) It 
would seem short-sighted, 
therefore, to exclude the pos- 
sibility of a stemless chalice. 


What really matters. is 
whether the designer who 
eliminates the stem still allows 
for the rubrics. If he banishes 
the stem between node and cup, 
does he nevertheless so accom- 
modate the node that the cel- 
ebrant can hold it properly 
with thumb and index joined? 
If he banishes the stem below 
the node, does he create a con- 
ical or trumpet-shaped rising 
base which is slim enough at 
the top to be grasped, stem-like, 
with the fingers similarly dis- 
posed? Unfortunately, some of 
the very best European silver- 
smiths show themselves com- 
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pletely unaware of the need of 
this sort of compensation. 


The Base 


Finally, the base. The rubrics 
assume that there is one and 
that it is substantial enough to 
steady the standing vessel. 
Most designers follow laudable 
custom and mark the _ base 
with a cross to identify the side 
from which the celebrant con- 
sumes the Precious Blood. Not 
a few contemporary craftsmen 
ignore another of the wise 
counsels of rubricists: that the 
base be flattish on its upper 
surface. Practically every priest 
rests the fingers of his left hand 
on the foot of the chalice when- 
ever he removes the pall with 
his right. Many likewise lay the 
paten against the right-hand 
side of the base at the fractio. 
Now if this base is a mere cone, 
or an inverted trumpet with 
sheer sides, it will — as Father 
Catich points out — make 
either of these practices impos- 
sible. 

A word or two about the 
paten. It must be wider than 
the chalice-cup on which it is 
carried, and it will normally be 
as wide as the chalice-base in 
diameter. European _ silver- 
smiths sometimes engrave a 
light cross towards one edge of 
the concave surface; but apart 
from this permissible symbol, 
the concave surface should be 
perfectly smooth. A _ paten 
should not be too thick, or it 
will be inadequate for “‘scrap- 
ing” the corporal for tiny frag- 
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ments of the host. To keep the 
paten from sliding when car- 
ried atop the chalice, many 
silversmiths have devised some 
sort of circular ridge on the un- 
der side — usually a ring or a 
circle of protrusions. ‘This 
measure is not absolutely nec- 
essary; but if it is resorted to, 
one should be sure that the 
raised portions or other decor- 
ations on the under side are low 
enough and smooth enough not 
to catch up _ host-fragments 
from the corporal. In fact, any 
engraved ornaments on the bot- 
tom of a paten should be lightly 
rather than deeply incised, for 
the same reason. 


The Checklist 


Having examined the general 
rules and regulations, let us 
now compare our checklist. A 
chalice which catches the eye 
should be analyzed according to 
the following questionnaire: 

1. Does this design have a 
cup, a node, and an adequate 
base? 

2. Regarding the cup. Will 
the consecrating prelate be able 
to reach its bottom with his 
thumb? Will you be able to 
purify it with your fingertips, 
without putting your thumb in- 
side the cup? Is the exterior of 
the cup near the lip free of or- 
namentation, and smooth 
enough for the prescribed ex- 
ternal purification? Will the 
contents spill rather easily 
when the chalice is jarred, or 
flow upon the face when con- 
sumed? Does the design of the 


January 


cup inspire a feeling of security 
or insecurity in this ‘respect? 


3. Regarding the node. Is it 
small enough, smooth enough, 
and sufficiently disengaged 
from the cup to permit it to be 
grasped safely and comfortably 
with thumb and index finger 
joined? Is there a stem or 
quasi-stem beneath the node 
narrow enough to permit hold- 
ing the chalice at that point 
with the same two fingers join- 
ed? 

4. Regarding the base. Does 
it flatten out sufficiently to- 
wards the edge to permit press- 
ing it down with the left hand 
when the pall is being remov- 
ed, or to permit resting the 
paten on its right side during 
the priest’s communion? Does 
it bear the recommended cross? 
Do its jewels or any other 
pointed ornaments threaten to 
become entangled with the 
vestments? 


5. Regarding the paten. Is 
the concave upper side smooth 
and unornamented (except 
perhaps for the light optional 
cross near one edge)? Will its 
thickness impede “scraping” the 
corporal? Does the ring or rais- 
ed ornamentation on the bottom 
interfere with the proper lever- 
age in the performance of the 
same action? — or does it invite 
the adherence of tiny frag- 
ments of the host? 


6. Regarding general design. 
Is it singularly high (over 
eleven inches)? Singularly low 
(under six and one-half 
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inches)? Is it original, yet in- 
spiring? Is it original and 
downright odd? ‘The new 
represents true progress,” Pius 
XI once said, * only when it is 
at least as beautiful and at least 
as good as the old.” Be honest 
in answering this question, and 
seek the opinions of your wisest 
friends. The more the better, 
for admiratio populi is essenti- 
ally a group reaction. In lines 
or decoration is it given to that 
abstruse and excessive symbol- 
ism which Pius XII rejected in 
Mediator Dei? 

7. Regarding local rules. It 
is the mind of the Sacred Con- 
gregation of Rites (Decreta 
authentica, No. 4371) that or- 
dinaries exercise vigilance over 
the chalices used in their dio- 
ceses so far as to prevent ir- 
reverence and _ astonishment. 
Some bishops establish criteria 
by formal decree (e.g. the de- 
cree issued November 20, 1957 
by the Most Reverend Russell 
J. McVinney, D.D., Bishop of 
Providence). Others may inti- 
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mate their desires less formally. 
Does the chalice you prefer 
conform to particular rules in 
force in your diocese? 

There you have it. You may 
say, of course, that the seven 
foregoing sets of questions do 
not cover all possible sorts of 
correctness or incorrectness in 
chalice design. Quite likely. 
Nevertheless, we feel that those 
who are shopping for a chalice 
— be they ordinandi or ordin- 
ati — will at least not go far 
astray if they use them as a 
guide. The basic rules, you can 
see, are few enough in number 
to allow very considerable lati- 
tude to the enterprising and 
disciplined designer. At the 
same time these rules stand 
guard over the practicability of 
the sacred vessels; they see to 
it, as Pius XII wrote — again 
in Mediator Dei — “that the 
needs of the Christian commun- 
ity are taken into consideration 
rather than the particular taste 
or talent of the individual, 
artist.” 


~¢ 


The Faith of Our Fathers 


Let (King James I) do as his mother and all other monarchs 
of Scotland have done and there will be no need for him to fear 
the Jesuits any more than does the King of Spain. What do we 
owe him any more than our ancestors owed his; why does he 
seek for more than they left him for inheritance? They never 
had any faith other than that which is Catholic and Roman. 

—Father Ogilvie to the Lords of the Privy Council 


Talking About Leprosy 


RAPHAEL McDONALD, O.F.M. 


ppEEROSY Gospels make pain- 

ful listening for the lepro- 
sy patients in our parishes. 
Graphic commentaries for the 
Third Sunday After Epiphany 
and the Thirteenth Sunday Af- 
ter Pentecost are even more 
distressing. So I was told, at 
the U. S. Public Health Service 
Hospital in Carville, Louisi- 
ana, the only hospital in con- 
tinental United States dedicat- 
ed solely to the care of leprosy 
patients. 

It is located thirty miles 
south of Baton Rouge, along 
the shores of the Mississippi 
River. The Sisters of Charity, 
Daughters of Saint Vincent de 
Paul, have been on the staff 
since 1896. The Rt. Rev. Ab- 
bot Francis Sadlier, O.S.B. is 
the resident Catholic Chaplain. 

Now, to get on with the 
story. How is it possible that 
people afflicted with leprosy 
could be in our parishes? Are 
they not kept “out of circu- 
lation”? No! About 1,500 to 
2,000 of them are scattered 
around the United States. Only 
320 patients are in the Nation- 
al Leprosarium at Carville. 
Where are the “other nine” 
living now? 

Some indication as to their 
whereabouts can be garnered 
from the following observa- 
tions. The patients at Carville, 


Fr. Raphael writes from St. Eliz- 
abeth’s Monastery in Denver, 
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since 1921, came 
states. For example, there were 
10 from Colorado, 10 from 
Pennsylvania, 154 from New 
York. They contracted the dis- 
ease, however, only in the ep- 
idemic areas of Texas, Louisi- 
ana, Florida, California, or in 
some foreign country. Upon 
release from the hospital, the 
patients seek new surround- 
ings. 

Are these patients actually 
released from the hospital? 
Yes, under certain prescribed 
conditions, 
ceive 30-day passes. Others get 
complete medical discharges, 
when their cases have been ar- 
rested. 

My informants, who had 
been saddened by some parts 
of our sermons, were of both 
classifications. They had been 
home . either 


‘on leave” or 
“permanently.” They were 
Catholics. They had gone to 


Sunday Mass. 


Extremely Offensive 


Their primary complaint was | 


“Don’t call us ‘lepers’! To 
them this title is “that loath- 
some five-lettered word.” They 
despise it. It is an odious term. 


“Don’t even compare us to the | 


lepers in the Gospels,” 
pleaded. 

What about their first com- 
plaint? Is it justified? ‘The 
word ‘leper’ is really anatha- 
ma,” all the doctors and nurses 


they 


from 41 | 


some patients re- | 


J 
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told me. “It’s like a slap in 
the face,’ one of the doctors 
remarked. “It causes’. great 
mental anguish to the pa- 
tients,” another one said. “The 
name is far worse than the 
disease,” a nurse said. “It has 
a definite social stigma attach- 
ed to it.” The staff always re- 
fers to their charges as ‘“pa- 
tients” or ‘people suffering 
with this disease.” 


The Fifth International Con- 


gress at Havana, Cuba, in 
1948 adopted the following 
resolution: “That the use of 
the term ‘leper’... be aban- 


doned and the person suffering 
from the disease be designated 
‘leprosy patient’.” 

Their second complaint was 
born of confusion. “Don’t com- 
pare leprosy and sin,” was the 
gist of it. They were saying in 
effect: Leprosy is not a punish- 
ment for sin, but you seem to 
think it is. 

Leprosy is often compared to 
sin in scriptural commentar- 
ies. Leprosy disfigures the 
body as sin defaces the soul. 


Leprosy make the body unfit 


for work. Sin renders the soul 


incapable of meritorious 
works. Leprosy and sin are 
both contagious. Such com- 


parisons seem to create false 
impressions in the minds of 
the patients. 

On the other hand, sin was 
sometimes punished by lep- 
rosy, in the Old Testament. 
Mary, the sister of Moses, was 
stricken with leprosy for seven 
days for speaking against her 
brother (Numbers 12:10). 
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Even in the New Testament, 
Zachary was struck dumb for 
nine months, as a punishment 
for his imperfect faith. The ex- 
ceptions prove the rule. 


Our teaching on ‘disease 
and sin” is clearly enunciated 
for all in the Ninth Chapter 
of Saint John’s Gospel. Folks 
asked Our Lord a loaded ques- 
tion: “Rabbi, who has sinned, 
this man or his parents, that 
he should be born blind?” Di- 
sease and affliction, the Jews 
imagined, were always punish- 
ments for personal sin. Our 
Lord’s answer is true yester- 
day, today, and _s forever. 
“Neither has this man sinned, 
nor his parents, but the works 
of God were to be made mani- 
fest in him.” The affliction 
had been permitted to show 
forth the merciful power of 
God. 


Diseases Of The Saints 


If diseases were really a 
punishment for sin, we could 
never explain away the almost 
innumerable diseases of the 
saints. The Little Flower’s tu- 
berculosis. Saint Anthony’s 
Morocean fever. Saint Berna- 
dette’s asthma. Saint Servulus’ 
palsy. Saint Henry’s lameness. 
Saint Francis Caracciolo’s lep- 


rosy. “In Love’s service only 
the wounded soldiers can 
serve.” 


Their confused thinking is 
due in a large part to cer- 
tain articles in newspapers, 
magazines, and books. In this 
catagory are the “Leprosy in 
the Bible” group. Well-inten- 
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tioned doctors author these ar- 
ticles, as a rule. But somehow 
they convey the false idea 
that the world teems with peo- 
ple who sincerely believe that 
leprosy is a curse for sin. 

Doctor J. Tas, M.D. of the 
Hadassah University Hospital 
in Jerusalem wrote as follows: 
“The dread with which the 
laymen regard leprosy is due 
not only to the consequences of 
the disease itself but also to 
the unusual, stringent regula- 
tions laid down in the Bible 
for its victims.” 

Writers of this caliber very 
definitely want to dispel ig- 
norance and fear about mod- 
ern leprosy. Instead they 
create confusion and doubt 
in the minds of those afflicted 
with this dread disease. There 
is no need to harken back to 
the ceremonial ablutions of 
Moses’ day. 

Doctor Robert G. Cochrane, 
Advisor in Leprosy to the Min- 
ister of Health in England, un- 
wittingly added fuel to the 
fire: “I am sure,” he wrote, 
“the more we emphasize the 
fact that leprosy in the Bible 
had nothing to do with mod- 
ern leprosy today, the more we 
educate the Church members 
and those who are influenced 
by Biblical teaching, the better 
it will be for the general cause 
of leprosy, and the quicker we 
shall get a more reasonable at- 
titude towards the disease 
among members of the general 
public.” 

I can not believe that mod- 
ern opinions about leprosy 


were formed by readings from 
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the Old Testament. The man- | 
in-the-street knows as much > 


about the ancient ceremonial | 
legislations as he knows about | 


the intricacies of nuclear fis- 
sion. Modern man got his no- 
tions about leprosy from mag- 
azines, books, and newspapers 
—not from the Bible. Those 


are the great opinion formers. | 


Sources Of Error 


Not so many years ago, the 
daily papers ‘played up” John 


Early’s “escape” from the Na- | 


tional Leprosarium at Carville. 
A New York woman who had 
leprosy made the headlines, I 
recall. They hunted her down 
as though she had committed 
a crime. Jack London’s “King 
of the Lepers’” fomented some 
horrible imaginations in the 
minds of his readers and the 
number was legion. The same 
may be said about Lew Wal- 
lace’s “Ben Hur.” Who can 
ever forget Robert Louis Ste- 
venson’s accounts of Molokai? 
Then there was John Farrow’s 


masterfully descriptive ‘“Da- 
mien the Leper.” 
The following item is the 


sort of thing that really con- | 
fuses the thinking of patients | 
in and out of Carville. It ap- | 


peared in the February 11, 
1957 issue of Time. I read the 
reprint in The Star, a small 
magazine printed and publish- 
ed by the patients at the hos- 
pital in Carville. “In May- 
field, Kentucky, the Reverend 
Frank Cayce asked his Episco- 
pal congregation ‘Why 
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Shouldn’t Eisenhower have sion there is already abroad. 
Saud and Tito as guests? Maybe in our next sermon de 
Didn’t Christ associate with ea, we could even skip Father 
lepers, whores, and _ publi- Prat’s distasteful observations: 
Gans? 2” 


We cannot be blamed for 
other’s mistakes, it is true. But 
we can be a bit cautious when 
we realize how much confu- 


The Eternal 


“Leprosy gradually gnawing 
away the nose, eyes, ears, toes 
and fingers ... rots away the 
flesh . . . strips the bones and 
loosens the joints.” 


Irish 


How many churches in the U.S.A. are dedicated to Irish 
saints? Nine hundred and twenty, broken up as follows:—St. 
Patrick (657), St. Brigid (96), St. Columba (28), St. Brendan 
(24), St. Malachy (21), St. Columcille (20), St. Killian (12), 
St. Columban (12), St. Laurence O’Toole (10), St. Colman 
(8), St. Aidan (7), St. Kevin (7), St. Gall (6), St. Finbar (5), 
St. Mel (5), St. Kiernan (3), St. Cronan (2), St, Ita (2), St. 
Attracta (1), St. Dympua (1).—The Irish Digest, 


The Liturgy and [Perlite 


WALTER J. SCHMITZ, S.S., S.T.D. 


HAVE a recollection that 
there was a notice sent by 
our chancery office instructing 
us not to use the English text, 
found in the “Collectio Rituum,” 
for the Nuptial Blessing. When 
was this effective? If one had 
permission to impart the Nup- 
tial Blessing outside of Mass 
could the English be used? 


The Apostolic Delegate on 
June 20, 1956 sent to the Bishop 
Ordinaries the following notice: 
“The Sacred Congregation of 
Rites has written me about the 
Collectio Rituum in English and 
has requested that I inform all 
Ordinaries that it is not per- 
mitted to use the English trans- 
lation for that part of the 
Nuptial Blessing that is read 
during the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. The restriction should be 
noted in the Collectio Rituum 
in Enghsh (pages 119-123).” 

There is no restriction put 
on the use of the English out- 
side of Mass and so no viola- 
tion of the law in jurisdictions 
where the Ordinary has giv- 
en permission to use the Col- 
lectio Rituum. Moreover, we 
read in “Matters Liturgical’ 
( No. 398,f): “A special indult 
granted to the United States 
permits this blessing to be re- 
cited entirely in English ex- 


clusively sHar(Cn, June 3, 
1954).” 
The “Collectio Rituuwm”? on 


Questions and replies 


page 107, under the title, Ordo | 


Celebrandi Matrimonii Sacra- 
mentum, instructs the priest, 
“Si vero Missa non subsequi- 
tur, induitur superpelliceo et 
stola alba, etiam pluviale ejus- 
dem coloris.” The word of in- 
terest is “pluviale,’ for Mat- 
ters Liturgical (Barry) directs | 
one not to wear a cope. How | 
is this seeming contradiction 
solved? 

Matters Liturgical does not 
eliminate completely the use of 
the cope. It states that the 
“priest who officiates at the 
marriage shall come to the 
altar in cassock,  surplice, 
white stole and biretta.” O’- 
Connell-Schmitz (Book 
Ceremonies) mentions the a- 
bove vestments and adds that 
the priest wears the cope, if 
customary. Other’ rubricians 


of | 


| 


make mention only of the stole > 


and surplice and not the cope. | 


However, it is not necessarily 
a contradiction. 


CONFLICTING FEASTS 


The parish church here is 
named in honor of St. Cathar- 
ine of Siena. In the ordo this 
is listed as a “B” office or an 
ordinary duplex office. What 
office do we priests stationed 
here say for that day? We are 
under the impression that it 
becomes an “A” office or a 
double of the first class. What 
about second Vespers, since the 
following day is the new feast 


| 1956 except the 
| Christmas, Easter, and Pente- 


| Vespers 


| very 
' Church’s calendar. It must oc- 


January 


of St. Joseph the Worker, also 

a double of the first class? 

What during the octave? 
First, there is no octave for 


our good priest to worry 
about. They have all been 
eliminated since January 1, 


octaves of 


cost. 

The patronal feast becomes 
a primary double of the first 
class. The feast of St. Joseph 
the Worker is a_ secondary 
double of the first class. Hence 
Vespers will be the Second 
of the feast of St. 
Catharine with a commemora- 
tion of the feast of St. Joseph. 


Forty Hours’ DEVOTION 


Is it possible to conclude the 
Forty Hours’ Devotion with 
the Mass prescribed for the 
second day in the morning and 
then sing the third and con- 
cluding Mass in the evening of 
the same day? 

Forty Hours’ Devotion has a 
special place in the 


cupy approximately forty 
hours. Special Masses are des- 


_ ignated for the three days and 


we do not see how it is pos- 
sible to arrange things as our 
inquirer proposes. These Mass- 
es are designated for three 
distinct days. 


BENEDICTION HYMNS 


Will you please tell me what 
hymns may be sung during 
Benediction of the Blessed Sac- 
rament other than the O salu- 
taris and Tantum ergo and if 
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they may be sung in the ver- 
nacular. 

The only required hymn for 
Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament is the Tantum ergo. 
Any other hymns may be sung 
and these either in Latin or in 
the vernacular. The Sacred 
Congregation of Rites states 
(S.R.C. No. 3537) that Litanies 
or other liturgical prayers 
must be sung in Latin. 


NINTH LESSON 


With the various changes in 
the breviary, the ninth lesson 
of a commemorated feast is 
dropped and the ninth lesson 
is taken from the feast. Should 
it be taken from the common? 

Fathers Wuest, Mullaney, 
and Barry (Matters Liturgi- 
cal) give the following direc- 
tive: “The ninth Lesson, there- 
fore, will always be of the 
principal Office (S.R.C. June 2, 
1955). If no ninth Lesson is 
assigned to the principal Office 
in the Breviary, the eighth 
Lesson shall be divided into 
two fairly equal parts and the 
second part shall then be read 
as the ninth Lesson.” 


FUNERAL PROBLEMS 


1. In Wuest-Mullaney-Bar- 
ry, Matters Liturgical, 425, 
speaking of meeting the body 
at the door of the Church for 
a funeral, the book says: 

“The officiating priest may 
not wear the alb instead of the 
surplice; if he is to celebrate 
the funeral Mass afterward, he 
must retire to the sacristy af- 
ter leading the body into the 
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church and only then may he 
vest for Mass beginning with 
the amice.” Is this to be done, 
or is there a licit custom al- 
lowing the contrary? 

2. And in the following pa- 
ragraph it appears that the 
sacred ministers at a Solemn 
Funeral are not to go with the 
officiating priest to the door of 
the church to meet the body. 
Is this correct? 

3. On Memorial Day I had 
the Mass of Pentecost Friday 
and a Low Mass because I did 
not have a choir. Since the abso- 
lution must be “with chant” I 
did not have it, but went to 
the cemetery after taking off 
the vestments and putting on a 
surplice. I had the altar boy 
lead with the cross. I simply 
read prayers from the burial 
ritual in English and sprinkled 
the grave with holy water. 
Was this correct? Could I have 
had the absoltuion in church 
after the Mass, with the re- 
maining prayers at the ceme- 
tery as contained in the ritual? 

1. Father Kavanagh’s Priest’s 
Ceremonial directs to wear the 
“alb instead of surplice, if you 
will celebrate the Mass imme- 
diately.” Unquestionably, that 
is what the majority of priests, 
in fact all priests in this coun- 
try follow at the present time. 
We are of the opinion that the 
regulation quoted in Matters 
Liturgical had in mind the 
priest accompanying the body 
in procession from the home to 
the church immediately before 
the Mass at a time when 
transportation problems such 
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as now occur did not exist. 

2. At Solemn Funeral servi- 
ces, the deacon and subdeacon) 
do not accompany the cele-; 
brant when he goes to the en- 
trance of the church to meet 
the corpse. 

3. “Absolution may not be} 
given after the festal Mass of 
the day, unless the Absolution 
is entirely independent of the 
Mass. In this case, the body is 
not to be present during the 
Mass; at least the candles are 
not to be burning beside the 
coffin. The Absolution is nev-, 
er allowed on a double of the 
first class.” (The Book of Cere- 
monies. O’Connell-Schmitz). 
The remaining prayers could 
then be said at the cemetery. 
The absolution under these 
special conditions can be giv- 
en even in the afternoon. 

Matters Liturgical further | 
states that “if on the occasion 
of a funeral the prescribed 
Absolution cannot be given 
with chant, it must be given 
without chant but with holy 
water and incense.” 


DRAPED CANDLESTICKS 


Recently, attending a funer-| 
al I noticed the candlesticks | 
draped with some black mater- 
ial. Is this something new and 
should I introduce it in my 
church? 

This custom exists in some 
parishes. The Sacred Congre- 
gation of Rites disapproved it 
for the penitential seasons with 
purple drapes and a fortiori it 
is difficult to justify such cus- 
tom for funerals. 


The Code of Canon Law 


Questions answered 


WHat is the official defini- 
tion of a semi-public ora- 
tory? 


A semi-public oratory is 
erected for the convenience of 
a certain community or group 
of the faithful who assemble 
there, but to which the other 
members of the faithful have 
not the right of free access. 
The element stressed in the 
definition given in the Code is 
the fact that the community or 
group in behalf of which the 
oratory was erected has. the 
exclusive right to its use. Oth- 
er persons have no _ right to 
frequent it; if they are admit- 
ted, it is a mere favor and can 
be withdrawn at will. 


A semi-public oratory may 
be erected for the convenience 
of either a community or a 
group of the faithful—‘com- 
munitatis vel coetus fidelium.” 
The term “community” here 
designates the persons resident 
in or pertaining to an institu- 
tion, and therefore implies the 
existence of a moral person 
either ecclesiastical or civil. 
The phrase “group of the faith- 
ful’ designates simply a num- 
ber of physical persons with- 
out reference to the existence 
of a moral person. 

The community for which 
the semi-public oratory is 
erected need not necessarily be 
a religious community, for the 
Code in legislating for semi- 
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public oratories in canon 1192, 
§ 4, includes the _ oratories 
erected in educational institu- 
tions, hospitals, prisons, bar- 
racks of soldiers, ete. The 
Congregation of Sacred Rites 
on October 18, 1901, stated in 
a particular reply that the 
term “group of the faithful” 
can be understood as any 
number of the faithful who 
frequent the forementioned 
oratory for the purpose of 
hearing Mass even to fulfill 
the precept, provided that they 
have the assent of the prouprie- 
tor of the place and the requi- 
site consent of the ordinary. 

A semi-public oratory must 
be erected for the convenience 
of a community or group of 
the faithful, as the Code indi- 
cates. However, authors main- 
tain that the oratory is also 
semi-public even if it was orig- 
inally built for the conveni- 
ence of a private family, or a 
private individual, but subse- 
quently through the permis- 
sion of the local ordinary was 
destined for the use of a cer- 
tain community or group of 
the faithful. (Godley, Time 
and Place for Celebration of 
Mass, p. 109) 


MEDICAL ETHICS 


| AM often asked whether 

Catholic principles favor 
the child over the mother in 
the case of saving one or the 
other on the occasion of child- 
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birth. What is the correct an- 
swer? 

“It is not true that Catholic 
Ethics —if we may use _ the 
term—places a preference on 
the life of the child over the 
life of the mother. This mis- 
conception is very prevalent 
and probably arises from our 
refusal to allow a direct and 
intended destruction of fetal 
life in cases in which it is con- 
tended that a cessation of 
pregnancy is required to safe- 
guard the life of the mother. 
Actually, the life of the mother 
and that of the unborn child 
are held in equal regard by 
our Ethics: one may never do 
any act that is directly aimed 
at the destruction of either 
life; one may do a morally in- 
different act that may indirect- 
ly result in the loss of either 
life—provided the four condi- 


tions of the twofold-effect 
principle are verified. One 
must, of course, make every 


effort to save the lives of both 
mother and fetus.” (Mc Fad- 
den, Manual for Medical Eth- 
ics. p. 34) 


DUTIES OF SPONSORS 


The position of a sponsor 
nowadays seems to be little 
more than a social function. 
Would you be kind enough to 
point out the law in this mat- 
ter? 

The duties of godparents to- 
wards their spiritual charges 
are set forth in canon 769: 
“Patrinorum est, ex suscepto 
munere, spiritualem filium 
perpetuo sibi commendatum 
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habere, atque in iis quae ad 
christianae vitae institutionem 
spectant, curare diligenter ut 


ille talem in tota vita se prae- | 


beat, qualem futurum esse sol- 
lemni caeremonia spoponder- 
Uivowa 

It is the solemn obligation of 
the sponsors to see to the mor- 
al and religious education of 
their godchildren through their 
whole life. Primarily, the nat- 


ural parents of the child are 


obliged to care for the religi- 
ous and moral upbringing of 
their offspring. The prescrip- 
tion of the ecclesiastical law 
requiring a sponsor is not an 
invasion of the parental right. 
It is true that the parents 
have the primary right to edu- 
cate their child, and it is 
equally true that baptized chil- 
dren have the inalienable right 
to a Catholic education. Con- 
sequently, if the parents are 
seriously negligent in their 
duty of giving their children a 
religious education, they for- 
feit their rights in this regard. 
It is but just, then, that chil- 
dren be assured of their spiri- 
tual education from another 
source. Accordingly the 
Church, in her solicitude, has 
placed this secondary obliga- 
tion on the sponsors, the spiri- 
tual parents of the child. She 
has even gone into detail with 
regard to the duties of the 
sponsor in this connection. 
Thus, in “canons 1335 ete a6 
specified that the sponsors are 
bound by the obligation “cur- 
andi ut omnes sibi subjecti vel 
commendati catechetica institu- 
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tione erudiantur.” Again, in 
canon 1372, it emphasized the 
obligation of the © spiritual 
guardians to provide their 
charges with a Catholic educa- 
tion. The reason for these di- 
rections is obvious, for just as 
a well fed and well cared for 
child will normally grow up 
into a strong man or woman, 
so cne that is trained in Chris- 
tian duty, and nourished by 
Divine truth, will grow up in- 
to a well principled and well 
conducted Catholic. 

If the child is to be reared 
in a Catholic family, the spon- 
sors can presume that its moral 
education has been provided 
for. There is, however, great 
danger that the child will not 
be rightly instructed if he is 
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being reared among heretics. 
Here, if anywhere, the sponsor 
must vigilantly watch over the 
moral training of his spiritual 
child. It is only too true that 
the sponsor will be rendered 
helpless in many cases by the 
prejudices and bigotry of those 
in care of the child. In such 
a case, the sponsor need not be 
disquieted, for it is morally 
impossible for him to perform 
his duty. Since this duty re- 
volves about a thing of the 
highest importance, the neg- 
lect of it is a mortal sin, but 
the fact that this precept is 
one of purely ecclesiastical law 
makes it also true that a grave 
inconvenience excuses from the 
obligation. (Kearney, Spon- 
sors at Baptism, p. 115) 


Laughter Is A Leap 


Seriousness is not a virtue. It would be a heresy, but a 
much more sensible heresy, to say that seriousness is a vice. 
It is really a natural trend or lapse, because it is the easiest 
thing to do. It is much easier to write a good Times article 


than a good joke in Punch. 


For solemnity flows out of men naturally, but laughter is 
a leap. It is easy to be heavy; hard to be light. Satan fell by 


the law of gravity—Chesterton. 
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The Acts of the Apostles 


with introduction 
and commentary 


by C. C. Martindale, S.J. 
Newman, Westminster, Md., 1958 
pp. 199, $3.50 


ee is the fifth volume to ap- 

pear in the series “Stonyhurst 
Scripture Manuals.” It follows 
those which covered the four Gos- 
pels, and is directed to the same 
purpose of providing a modern 
commentary adapted to _ school 
use. In our school system the 
series might be described as of 
high-school level. This purpose 
dictates the limits within which 
both introduction and notes are 
contained: avoidance of technical- 
ities and other scholarly apparatus, 
yet cognizance of the latest dis- 
coveries and opinions that serve 
to clarify the text. It is conceiv- 
able that study groups and those 
who desire a better understanding 
of the Scriptures might also find 
this type of annotated text of 
much service. 

The book enjoys the great merit 
of having Father Martindale as 
author of its introduction and 
notes. He is a fine biblical scho- 
lar in his own right, as is well 
known. In this instance he claims 
the backing of still other profess- 
ed scholars for his opinion. Yet, 
with an audience limited to the 
schools, it is not merely the wis- 
dom that counts, but rather not- 
ably the manner of presenting it. 
And there are a few today who 
write with greater clarity, or even 
felicity, than this author. Present- 
ed in this dress, it is possible that 


such a commentary could really | 
make the sacred text so attractive 
as to instill in the readers a per- 
manent interest. From this point 
of view the book is very commen- 
dable, and might with consider- 
able profit be tried in our own 
schools. 

Since this volume, like those on | 
the Gospels, presents the text as 
well as notes, it is regrettable 
that the series employs as basis | 
the Rheims-Challoner version. | 
This is the more surprising in a | 
book published in England, in 
view of the rather official status 
there of the Knox version. Further, 
the older version is retained in its 
awkward verse form, which often | 
enough confuses the reading. Lit- 
tle effort is made to introduce 
textual corrections, even the most 
obvious. If it were not for this | 
the book probably could pass 
without any adverse criticism. — 
WwW. L. N. 


Canon Law Digest, Vol. IV 


by T. Lincoln Bouscaren, S.J. 


and James I. O’Connor, S.J. 
Bruce, Milwaukee, 1958, pp. 529, $7.50 


GAIN we are indebted to Fath- 


ers T. Lincoln Bouscaren and 
James I. O’Connor for keeping us 
up to date concerning the most 
recent documents pertaining to 
the Code of Canon Law. The pre- 
vious three volumes have been in- 
valuble because of the extensive 
service they have provided con- 
cerning the Roman decrees, deci- 
sions, and _ instructions issued 
since the publication of the Code 
in 1918. The latest volume covers 
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the period from 1953 to 1957 con- 
taining the English translation of 
documents pertinent to Canonical 
problems. 

The following are some of the 
matters treated in the fourth 
volume: The instructions on tele- 
vision, the apostolate of the cine- 
ma, the use of English in con- 
ferring the sacraments of Bap- 
tism, Extreme Unction, Matri- 
mony and funeral services, bina- 
tion on week days, insincere 
cautiones in marriage cases, new 
Oriental legislation, ete. 

Volume IV of the Canon Law 
Digest is a necessary addition to 
the three volumes which already 
exist in this service, since the 
authors call upon sources and re- 
sources that are not readily avail- 
able to the average priest, and 
since the information contained in 
them is essential to the priestly 
ministry, this latest work as well 
as the other three volumes, is 
heartily recommended. — P.R.C. 


The Sunday Sermons 
of the Great Fathers 
Patristic Homilies 
on the Gospels 


Tr., ed. by M. F. Toal 
Regnery, Chicago, 1958 


by OU will be seeing and hearing 
more of this set as the months 
go by, for it is a set of four vol- 
umes corresponding to the parts 
of the Breviary. The set is pub- 
lished in two sizes—the larger (c. 
450 pp. average) at $7.50 per vol- 
ume in reduced octavo, the smaller 
at $4.50 sextodecimo. The first two 
volumes are already available. 
Those investing would do well to 
take the larger size. The print in 


the smaller is practically tele- 
phone-directory. 

Any of us who have drawn our 
Sunday sermon from the homily 
in the Office of the day — and 
who hasn’t? — will appreciate 
what Father Toal has done. First 
he reproduces the Gospel of the 
Sunday or feast. This is followed 
by a translation of the Catena aur- 


ea, the great commentary com- 
piled by St. Thomas Aquinas 
from the writings of the 


Fathers and Doctors on the Gos- 
pels. Next come several homilies 
— maybe two, maybe four — from 
the Fathers: Augustine, Jerome, 
Gregory Nazianzen, Leo, Basil, 
Chrysostom, et al. 

The set will undoubtedly be used 
as much for the elucidation of ob- 
scure passages in the Scriptures 
as for the germination of ideas in 
the minds of earnest preachers. 
The Catena aurea alone makes it 
valuable, but in addition we have 
Christian doctrine stripped to the 
bone and presented with evangeli- 
cal simplicity. — R.G. 


Sacred Doctrine 
by Edwin G. Kaiser, C.PP.S. 


Newman Press Westminster, Maryland, 
pp. 346, $4.50 


a fetie Introduction to Theology 
was developed during the au- 
thor’s courses in the Summer 
School at St. Joseph’s College, 
Rensselaer, Indiana, and bears the 
welcome marks of a_ teacher’s 
text: brevity, conciseness, clarity. 
Fr. Kaiser intends to give us a 
handbook for general use in ap- 
proaching the study of theology, 
remarking immediately that he 
does not pretend to write a defi- 
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nitive history of theology, but to 
give “. . . a fully detailed exposi- 
tion of the three essential ele- 
ments of an introduction to the- 
ology: the nature and concept of 
theology, the sources of theology, 
and the method in theology” (In- 
troduction, vii). He succeeds 
quite well. 


The first part, on the nature 
and concept of theology, is a 
sketchy summary of various 
terms and ideas to be used in the- 
ology: science, wisdom, theology 
as habit and as wisdom, the super- 
natural order, revelation, faith. 
The treatment in general is clear, 
but would be rather heavy going 
for a beginner unless the teacher 
fleshed it out with personal in- 
sights—if such a mixed-up meta- 
phor may be allowed. Fr. Kaiser 
follows the Thomistic analysis 
throughout his book, but uses 
Thomist good judgment in stating 
his occasional departures from 
what is sometimes termed “classi- 
cal” Thomism. 


The second part, on sources, is 
the heart of the book and it is a 
strong heart. His fine chapter on 
Scripture sometimes seems to 
make too sharp a distinction be- 
tween Scripture and _ Tradition 
(ef, note 20, p. 124), for modern 
scholars more and more see the 
written word as part of active 
Tradition, as “the Church’s Book,” 
the result of the earliest tradi- 
tion in the Christian community. 
He accepts sensus plenior in Ray- 
mond E. Brown’s sense: “an addi- 
tional, deeper meaning, intended 
by God but not clearly intended 
by the human author, which is 
seen to exist in the words of a 
biblical text (or group of texts, or 
even a whole book) when they are 
studied in the light of further rey- 
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elation or development in the 
understanding of revelation” (p. 
118). He has some nice things to- 
say about the Prayer of the | 
Church as a source of Faith. 


In discussing the Councils, the 
Roman Pontiff, the Fathers and 
the Theologians, Fr. Kaiser out- 
lines a history of theology and 
takes us into that history as far 
as his space allows. This reviewer | 
had the impression that he 
ascribes rather too much agree- | 
ment to the Fathers in matters of 
faith and theology, and would call 
them Scripture’s “earliest and 
most reliable commentators” (p. 
163) only with a couple of cau- 
tioning footnotes. Another person- 
al quibble, perhaps, is the omis- 
sion of the Jesuits from the list 
of Orders on page 150; the list 
seems to intend to name ll 
“strict-sense-of-the-term”’ orders. 
However, the term is used of the 
Society on page 157, so maybe 
nothing canonical was implied. 

A bid for toleration of one an- 
other’s opinions among theologi- 
ans sets the tone of the discussion 
of various theological schools and 
theologians. St, Thomas is the 
Common Doctor, approved most 
highly by the Church. The author 
depends heavily on Ramirez in 
this section; a counterbalancing 
article worth consulting is Pel- 
ster’s: “The Authority of St. Tho- | 
mas in Catholic Schools and the 
Sacred Sciences,’ in Franciscan 
Studies, December, 1953. We must 
not expect to find all answers to. 
all questions of our modern times 
in St. Thomas; he simply did not 
consider some of them. As Karl 
Stern remarked at Rosary College | 
in June, we do not have an intel- 
lectual Univae into which we can. 
insert our questions and receive. 
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an automatic answer at the other 
end. 


The third part deals with meth- 
od in theology, and again shows 
the author’s broad intellectual in- 
terests, for he demands a variety 
of opinions on free questions, if 
theology is to advance. He quotes 
Gardeil: “Note for example that 
Molinism was needed to show the 
stumbling block of Thomism 
which would be the error of Cal- 
vin or Jansenius, and Thomism 
put Molinism on guard against 
what would be Pelagianism” (p. 
297). The more we know about 
the different systems of theology, 
the more theology we can know. 
One point here seems in need of 
explication, in regard to the con- 
tent of the original revelation to 
the Apostles. Fr. Kaiser says they 
had a “full and explicit knowl- 
edge of all revelation (per se re- 
vealed) ...” (p. 282). In the light 
of present-day Scripture studies, 
this opinion seems less probable 
than before. 

An Epilogue pleads for more 
theology for more members of 
the Church, in order to build up 
the Body of Christ better. The 
existence of Fr. Kaiser’s own 
and of others 
across the country, the School of 
St. Mary’s, 
Notre Dame, the graduate pro- 
grams in theology at the Catholic 


| University, Notre Dame, St. Louis 


University, Marquette, and many 
other schools—here is evidence 
that this plea is being answered. 
More than four hundred teachers 


' of Sacred Doctrine are banded to- 
' gether in the Society of Catholic 
' College Teachers of Sacred Doc- 


trine, whose president is Brother 


' Alban of Mary, F.S.C., of Manhat- 


tan College, New York, to pro- 


mote the fruitful and graceful ex- 
change of theological knowledge 
and inspiration. Please God, His 
Spirit is working in our land. Fr. 
Kaiser’s book will be an instru- 
ment of that Spirit, to help bring 
theology more vitally into His 
people.—David J. Bowman, S.J., 
West Baden College, West Baden 
Springs, Indiana. 


Give Me Souls 


by Sister M. Bernetta Quinn, O.S.F. 
Newman, Westminster, Md., 1958 
pp. 277, $3.75 


ee the definitive biography 

of Cardinal Merry del Val is 
written, Sister Bernetta’s life of 
one of this century’s great church- 
men looks from this corner like 
the best to appear so far. Cer- 
tainly it will be read with in- 
terest by those who, like the re- 
viewer, were students at the 
American College in Rome some 
time between 1908 and 1928. Dur- 
ing his tenure of office as Sec- 
retary of State to Pope St. Pius 
X, and for more than ten years 
afterward, the Cardinal was a fre- 
quent visitor to the American Col- 
lege. These visits were quite in- 
formal and not visits of state, es- 
pecially while the students sum- 
mered at the Villa Santa Cater- 
ina next to the Papal Palace at 
Castelgandolfo. His Eminence was 
fond of mingling with the stu- 
dents, watching them at play, and 
occasionally taking part in a 
game of tennis. Few of the col- 
legians were a match for him at 
this sport. 


The reviewer’s personal im- 
pressions of Cardinal del Val are 
still very vivid. He was _ tall, 
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graceful and strikingly handsome. 
As Archpriest of St. Peter’s, His 
Eminence officiated from time to 
time at important functions. On 
such occasions more eyes were 


focused upon him than upon the 
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other dignitaries taking part in 
the ceremonies. The reviewer 
once stood close to a young Ital- 
ian woman as she whispered 
somewhat alta voce to her com- 
panions: “Che bel’ figura!” 

An outstanding memory is the 
conference the Cardinal gave the 
American College students in the 
chapel of their summer villa, one 
hot August morning in 1921. The 
theme of his talk was the con- 
cern of Pope St. Pius X for the 
spiritual formation of the clergy. 
His words made a deep impres- 
sion upon his young listeners. No 
wonder, for it was a case of a 
saint talking about a saint. 

The cause of the Beatification 
of Cardinal Merry del Val has al- 
ready been introduced, and very 
likely the man who was the very 
right hand of the saintly Pius will 
one day himself be _ enrolled 
among the canonized saints. Yet 
probably few of us who heard the 
Cardinal speak so eloquently that 
hot August morning on the sanc- 
tity of the priesthood were aware 
that they were listening to a saint. 
But then it must be remembered 
that saints do not wear halos in 
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real life. They are most likely to 
| strike those who knew them in 
‘life as being perfect gentlemen, 
|the essence of simplicity and 
| gentle kindness, such as was the 
| Cardinal. Which goes to prove 
|the axiom: Gratia supponit natur- 
jam et perficit eam. 

| As a young professor at Ushaw 
{College in England, Cardinal del 
| Val took as his motto: Ama nes- 
}cirit et pro nihilo reputari. He 
jreally tried to live it. An interna- 
{tionally known figure for many 
jyears, he never lost the common 
}touch. He seemed to be the soul 
of humility. He early and long 
{nursed the ambition to do mis- 
|sionary work in England. Denied 
{that, he devoted as much time as 
‘he could spare to the office of 
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spiritual guide of the Pious Asso- 
ciation of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, a group of poor boys in 
the Trastevere. He spent a part 
of every afternoon at the Asso- 
ciation headquarters with his be- 
loved urchins who treated him as 
they would a_ big brother. The 
late Bishop Gallagher of Detroit 
once found the Cardinal at the 
Trastevere Club and was so im- 
pressed by what he saw that he 
later wrote a book as a tribute to 
His Eminence. He entitled it The 
Cardinal of Charity. 


Sister Bernetta’s book is both 
interesting and inspiring reading. 
She has done a good job of mak- 
ing the Cardinal live in its pages 
as he was first and foremost, a 
priest. Give Me Souls will do 
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much to increase the circle of his 
admirers, although it will disap- 
point those who would like to 
know more about the Cardinal as 
diplomat and as’ the right-hand 
man of St. Pius X in scotching 
the heresy of Modernism. — Rt. 
Rev. Carl P. Hensler, Pittsburgh, 


The Catholic Church 
and Salvation 
by Msgr. Joseph Clifford Fenton 


Newman, Westmnes er, Md., 1 


pp. 87, $1.50 


MONG the achievements of the 
late Pius XII is a clarification 
of the concept of the Mystical 
Body, which has eased the way for 
theologians toward a more satis- 
factory and uniform explanation 


of the necessity of the Church 
for salvation. The encyclical let- 


ter Mystici Corporis and the let-} 
ter Suprema haec sacra of the} 


Holy Office to Archbishop Cush-, 


ing of Boston have resulted in a 
more uniform treatment of the 
dogmatic formula “extra ecclesiam 


nulla salus,’ which for long was} 


productive of explanations which 


were confusing and, at times, con-} 


fused. 


In the light of these recent | 
documents of the Holy See, Mon-| 
signor Fenton reviews the offical} 


teaching of the Church on the) 


necessity of the Catholic Church 


for salvation. He studies the pro-} 


nouncements of the Fourth La- 
teran Council, of Pope Boniface} 
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VIII in the Bull Unam sanctam, 
of Pope Eugenius IV in the Bull 
Cantate Domino, of Pope Pius IX 


‘ in the Singulari quadam and the 


Quanto conficiamur moerore, and 
finally in the encyclical letters 
Mystict Corporis and Humani 
generis and the Holy Office letter 
Suprema haec sacra. His three 


! concluding chapters on the theo- 
} logical and historical background 


of the doctrine serve to explain 
the confusion which has some- 
times been found in the explana- 
tion of the doctrine. 

In this book will be found a 
simple and consistent explanation 


‘ of the necessity of the Catholic 


Church for salvation. If the early 


‘ chapters seem somewhat repetit- 


ious, an explanation can be found 
in the manner of treatment, since 
the documents studied all deal 
with the same subject. 

And a word of caution to the 


' reader should be added. Monsig- 


nor Fenton warns so insistently 
against faulty explanations of the 
dogma and inadequate notions of 
the Church that the reader may 
gain the impression that theol- 
ogians have until now been hope- 
lessly confused on this subject. 
Such is-not the case, and such is 
certainly not the impression Mon- 
signor Fenton desires to convey. 
Some popular explanations have 
certainly been faulty, but the ma- 
jority of theologians have _ ex- 
plained the doctrine correctly, al- 


though the differences in termin- | 


ology have been sometimes con- 
fusing. 

Monsignor Fenton’s book is 
recommended to all who desire a 


clear explanation of the formula | 


extra ecclesiam nulla salus. — E. 
V. McClear, S.J., West Baden Col- 
lege, West Baden Springs, Ind. 
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‘The Pastoral Spirit’ 


\A/tTH great interest, I read the 
article of Father O’Neill, “The 


Pastoral Spirit.” There are, 
it is indeed true, many re- 
treat masters who have not 


the faintest concept of the du- 
ties and unexpectedness of pastor- 
al life. But on the other hand, 
some of the suggestions made by 
many retreat masters are of great 
value to the effort the individual 
priest has to make in the acquisi- 
tion of perfection. And since it is 
true that “nemo dat quad non 
habet,” it follows that a good 
priest must be convinced during 
his seminary days of the need of 
meditation, spiritual reading, Ro- 
sary, Breviary and other forms of 
prayer and practices recommended 
by the Code of Canon Law. 

Hence, it is not out of order to 
suggest to a priest that under or- 
dinary circumstances he make 
every possible effort to follow a 
personal daily schedule, naturally 
allowing for the variation of pastor- 
al requirements. But I do not think 
it at all advisable to condemn any 
effort to try to set a time for one 
form of pious practice as being at 
odds with the fulfillment of cer- 
tain obligations of office. Human 
nature is such that, if the whole 
work is just glossed over con- 
stantly by the excuse of pastoral 
work, soon—alas, too soon—every 
recommended form of prayer, etc. 
dissolves itself into no practice at 
all. 

A priest should make an effort 
to order his spiritual house with 
a regular schedule of some kind, 
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elastic enough to adapt itself taj 
duties but never neglecting the 
proper care of one’s own soul. Inj 
all these things the Scriptural ad- 
vice is important “Moderam ne 
cum inculpata tutela.” | 

My big gripe is not so muc 
with the rigorous, unadaptabl 
schedule on personal practices 
but rather with the inflexible 
schedule for the good lay people.. 
it is true we have to train the 
... but this training does become 
something stifling, contradictory) 
with a true love for souls. I spe: 
cifically refer to those priests wh cy 
practice religiously the hearing off 
confessions only between 3 and ‘i 
and 7 and 9, etc.—as if the Holy 
Spirit who moves a_ penitent ta} 
forgiveness has to join a union and 
work only under predetermined| 
conditions and specified hours.| 
The greatest means of sanctifica; 
tion for souls becomes the most 
difficult to get to because of asini 
nity of a schedule . . seeking! 
personal ease, etc. 


In how many parishes in this 
great land may a person get tal 
confession during the daily, morn 
ing Masses? I am sure of most o 
the parishes staffed by religious: 
... but of many others ... wel 
there isn’t much to say. In ho 
many parishes will a person wha 
happens to ring a rectory door- 
bell outside of the office hours: 
but during the day, to make the 
humble request to go to confes- 
sion, receive the polite answen 
of a most courteous housekeeper 
that Father is not in now... 
when in reality according to the 
schedule “it just ain’t time to 
hear confessions?” 


Oh, let me get off my pulpit by 
saying, with Fr. O’Neill to a cer- 
tain extent, a priest must try ta 
get in his pious practices as best 
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he can, but it would certainly be 
better to set up per summa capita 


a general schedule elastic enough 


to make the needed allowances of 
pastoral requirements. And at the 


\ same time, let no priest try to un- 


‘lonize, with due respect, the in- 
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spirations of the Holy Ghost... 


Salvatore Delita, P.S.S.C. 
1101 N. 23rd Avenue 
Melrose, IIl. 


Australia Reports In 


HERE goes for a few paragraphs 
which may be of interest to 
readers of THE PRIEST: 

I always announce the Sunday 
of the liturgical year after having 
opened the Missal and just before 
descending the altar steps to be- 
gin Mass: “Today is the 4th Sun- 


combine them. 
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day after Pentecost,” whatever the 
case may be. Perhaps it is a spe- 
cial feast, or Our Lady of the Sab- 
bath. For no other service render- 
ed have I had so many expres- 
sions of appreciation as for this 
simple, brief and unrehearsed an- 
nouncement. (THE Priest, April, p. 
347, “Which Mass’) 


Are my brother-priests satisfied 
that their congregations are get- 
ting the most out of the Easter 
ceremonies? 

Practically everybody who at- 
tended our Easter ceremonies has 
said that it was the first time he 
got 100% out of them. Parocho 
absente, I gave a little account of 
them. Dodgers had already been 
distributed listing the time of con- 
fessions and services. Holy Week 
Missals were on sale Palm Sunday, 


Part II consists of 
Combined they run 
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so we all had a rehearsal of the 
“Pange lingua.” 

Holy Thursday Night: School 
children, altarboys, and canopy- 
bearers only in the procession. A 
very long repetition of the “Pange” 
is avoided. The time of the proces- 
sion is of practical duration. In 
the next parish (a big one), the 
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P.P. decided to include everybody. 
Result: confusion. 

During the stripping of the al-] 
tars, a Christian Brother who sees 
to the altarboys read Psalm 21 in 
English from the pulpit. 

On Good Friday, from the pul- 
pit, the Christian Brother read the 
prayer and the first lesson and re-' 
sponsory, and three Holy Name 
men then read respectively the 
second lesson, responsory, and the 
Gospel in English while I read it; 
at the same time in Latin. The’ 
Christian Brother read the pray-; 
ers of the Faithful and the Re- 
proaches and led the remainder of | 
the ceremony as Master of Cere-} 
monies. 

When I had finished the Re- 
proaches, I noticed that only half! 
the congregation had left their 
seats for the Adoration of the. 
Cross, so I announced that the re- 
mainder could remain seated and 
that I would hold up the Cross for 
veneration — which I did, saying 
the aspiration: “We adore Thee, 
O Christ, and we bless Thee” (un- 
liturgically, as I noticed later; the 
rubrics direct “in silence”). The 
congregation responded clearly | 
and firmly: “Because by Thy holy | 
Cross Thou hast redeemed the 
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world,” so I think that their act 
of faith, three times over, more 
than compensated for my liturgical 
blunder. 


On Holy Saturday also, the 
prayers and lessons were read in 
English by a stronger and clearer 
voice than the Celebrant’s. 


Result of all this: Parishioners 
report that they felt a new inter- 
est in the ceremonies, felt the 
time pass very quickly, and even 
though most of them usually have 
books, the fact of hearing it read 
out in English kept them “in it” 
in a vital way. A short practice of 
the two readers — Celebrant and 
lay-lector — is advisable. 

How does this fit in with the 
rubrics? Any other suggestions 
from elsewhere? 

By the way: In the next parish, 
bigger and more important, the 
Passion was sung. Some of the Sis- 
ters who were there report that 
the people did not get as much 
out of the ceremony as from our 
smaller and “Englished” function. 


| Each member of the congregation 
' in the big church came up to kiss 
' the Cross personally, so that the 
| Veneration of the Cross alone took 
| 35 minutes. 


Yours in J. C., 
Queensland Curate 


‘The Leaking Dike’ 


. FYAVING just read the Report 


approved last August by the 
Conference of Chief Justices of the 
several State Supreme Courts, I 
was reminded of the Editorial 
Comment, entitled “The Leaking 
Dike,” which appeared in the Oc- 
tober issue of THe Priest. I would 
like to make a few comments in 
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the hope of clearing up any mis- 
understandings as to the position 
of the Chief Justices. 


The occasion for this report, 


urging the Supreme Court to ex- 
ercise its power of self-restraint, 
was the concern of the Confer- 
ence with the effect on federal- 
state relationships of several re- 
cent Supreme Court decisions. 
Their goal was to preserve the 
historical powers: of the states, 
which have been subject to ever- 


increasing encroachment frequent- | 


ly through “policy” decisions by 
the Supreme Court. In the light of 
this goal it seems rather unfair 


to use this report as authority | 


supporting an attack on the Su- 
preme Court for betraying our na- 
tional security. 


True, the report does discuss 


cases mentioned in your editorial | 


comment (Sweeney v. New Hamp- 
shire and Koingsberg v. State 
Bar). However, these cases were 
discussed and the decisions criti- 
cized solely in the light of fed- 
eral-state relations. 

The editorial comment closes 
with a plea for remedial legisla- 
tion to cure this “desperate” situ- 
ation, and again there is a refer- 
ral to the Chief Justices. To illus- 


trate that this is a gross misrepre- | 
sentation allow me to quote from. 


an address by John R. Dethmers, 
Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Michigan and the Chair- 


man of the Conference of Chief. 


Justices. Referring to the Confer- 
ence report, he says: 
“It contains no applause for sug- 


gestions on the political front that 


the Court be stripped, by Congress- 


ional action, of any of its tradi- 
tional powers. The power of the. 


Court to uphold and preserve hu- 
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man liberty and the rights of the 
people must not be crippled, curb- 
ed or destroyed.” 

Admitting that the Supreme 
Court should not be above criti- 
cism, surely we have a duty to 
make certain that any criticism 
is accurate, responsible and tem- 
perate. j 


Sincerely yours, 
(Mr.) Ralph H. Dwan, Jr. 
Member of Mich. and 
D. C. Bars 
St. Vincent Seminary 
Latrobe, La. 


THE PriesT has not recommend- 
ed any legislation to strip the Su- 
preme Court of its traditional 
powers; but many judges and law- 
yers think the Court should be 
stripped of the non-traditional 
powers the Court has _ usurped, 
such as 

1. The power to order states to 
issue law licenses to pro-Com- 
munists. 

2. The power to prevent Con- 
gress and state legislatures from 
investigating Communism. 

3. The power to prevent school 
boards from firing Fifth-Amend- 
ment teachers, and states from 
prosecuting Communists. 

At the same time and place that 
the state Chief Justices criticiz- 
ed the Court for usurping state 
powers, the American Bar As- 
sociation Committee on Commun- 
ist Tactics filed a unanimous re- 
port which listed 20 recent pro- 
Communist decisions of the Su- 
preme Court. 

If reader Ralph Dwan, Jr. be- 
lieves that only a State Justice 
may criticize the Supreme Court, 
then we invite his attention to 
the statement of Justice M. T. 
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Phelps, Senior Justice of the Ari-| 
zona State Supreme Court: 

“T honestly view the Supreme. 
Court, with its present member- 
ship and pre-dilections, a greater 
danger to our democratic form 
of government and the American 
way of life than all forces aligned 
against us outside our boundar- 
ies.” — R. G 


Joseph, Not James 


HE October issue of THE PRIEST | 

contains an article by me call-| 
ed “The Pastoral Spirit.” I have 
two corrections to make: My name | 
should be Joseph H. O’Neill (not 
James H. O’Neill), and I am pastor | 
of Saint Joseph’s Church, Beaver- 
ton, Ontario (not Saint James’) 
Church). 


Cordially, 
Joseph H. O’Neill 
Beaverton, Ontario 


Need A Sexton? 


| have been reading Our SUNDAY 

Visiror since 1937. I was brought 
up a very strict Protestant but. 
Catholic charity at various times 
since 1987 won me over. I am 
now a Catholic, baptized August > 
26. Let me add that without Cath- 
olic charity I would not have sur- | 
vived, at the very least I would 
have become a criminal. 


I am single, age 49, do not 
smoke or drink, and have good 
references. By trade I fire high 
or low-pressure boilers. I do jani- 
tor work, maintenance (building 
maintenance), carpenter work, 
gardening (lawns, flowers, etc.), 
and even farming. I can wash 
dishes and do kitchen work. I can 
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‘| drive a tractor but not a car or 
|, truck. 

In view of what God has done 
‘) for me I would be glad to work 
'; for the Church any place in Am- 
| erica or Canada. I would work 
| for $75 a month, plus board, room, 
\j and laundry. I can work twelve 
|, hours a day, and longer when 
} necessary. I would work in a con- 
| vent, school, church, seminary, or 
hospital. I am now on relief. 


I assure you, if I ever find a 
‘|| good place to work, I will stay 
) there the rest of my life. I am 
/ now on a budget of $1.30 a day. 
| Hot weather or cold weather 
| does not bother me. I can work 
| with Indians and Negroes. 
Thank you and God bless you. 
(Mr.) Wm. E. Bentz 
POBox 1710) | 
Milwaukee 1, Wis. 


| Ascetics For Converts? 


| have finished reading a series 
|" of two articles, “Lapsing Con- 
| verts,” by Father Anthony Bullen, 
_C.M.S. Since I am ordained only 
| two years now, there is some diffi- 
| culty on my part in knowing how to 
| deal with converts. These articles 
| have been a great help, and I 
| thank you for them. I have read 
similar material in the Paulists’ 
“Techniques for Convert-Makers,” 
especially the issues of March ’49 
| and July-August ’51. 


Again many thanks. I hope to 
see more articles of the same na- 
‘ture. Incidentally, has anyone 
done anything about giving con- 
-verts a shortened. course in 
Ascetics? It would interest me to 
‘know how. 
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Correspondence 


Fraternally in Christ, 
James A Burns | 
9530 St. Mary’s Avenue 
Detroit 27, Michigan 


Thanks for the practical article 
on lapsing converts by Father An-j 
thony Bullen, C.M.S. It is a goodij 
examination of conscience on in 
structing converts. 

I find the test questions on No 
3 Baltimore Catechism, 15c eac 
set, from the Catholic Informa 
tion Society, 214 W. 31st St., Ne 
York 1, very helpful in determ+ 
ining the progress of converts. 

Also, I think a subscription to 
a Catholic magazine such as The 
Liguorian, Liguori, Missouri, is: 
helpful to a convert after he has} 
finished his instructions. 

Sincerely yours, 
Edward Thombley 
St. Joseph Rectory 
West Branch, Mich. 


‘Fratres in unum’ 
| am surprised and amused b 
the review of Father McGoey’s 
“Fathering Forth”! 

The very things that your re 
viewer criticized in the book were} 
those things I found most attrac- 
tive. If it is true that most priests 
find being chaste an easy job, 
then there must be somethings 
wrong with me and all my sub- 
jects and penitents and friends. 
I’ve been a missionary in China, 
a prisoner of the Reds, and the 
spiritual director of a major semi- 
nary, and I consider that my ex- 
perience entitles me to say that 
your reviewer is a jackass. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Harold J. Murphy 
Scarboro Foreign Mission Society 
St. Mary’s, Ontario 
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A NEW O-S-V BOOK 


25 Questions 


INNON- CATHOLICS ASK 


ee 


1 for INQUIRY classes 


this 
unique book 


represents, thew truiteoOL 
Father O’Brien’s eight years 
of discussions and surveys 
with priests throughout the 
country who direct Infor- 
mation Centers or conduct 
Inquiry Classes. 


Here Father O’Brien sug- 
gests clear and convincing 
answers gathered also from 
his 40 years experience in 
convert instruction. This 
new book becomes an in- 
valuable aid for any priest 
who comes in frequent con- 
tact with inquiring non- 
Catholics. 


SPEGIALPEPARISH: BULKY PRIGE 
AOe per copy 


postpaid on orders of 5 to 99 copies 
only 30c¢ per copy 
pius postage on orders for 100 or more copies 


Order from the Book Department, 
OUR SUNDAY VISITOR INC., Huntington, Indiana 
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a S Mediator Dei teaches that every instrument and 
symbol should be of appropriate fiiueness, so should be the 
candles of the Mass. Purity and performance, simplicity 
and grace, with traditional proportioning to preserve the 
symbolism of the wax, the wick and the flame — all are 
elements of appropriate fineness. 


Will & Baumer offers, for Liturgical use, the 
Purissima Brand Mass Candle, made from 100% pure 
beeswax. Also available are Mass candles containing lesser 
amounts of beeswax: Missa Brand — 66-2/3% pure bees- 
U wax and Altar Brand—51% pure beeswax. Each is 
clearly stamped and certified as to beeswax content. 
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